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Blian nua, Waterfall nua, sagart nua. Fáilte roimh an 
24ú eagrán don Waterfall. Cuimhnimid le imeacht 
ama go mbíonn athraithe. Is minic nach mbíonn 

fáilte roimh athrú, bheadh muid níos sásta rudaí a fhágáil 
mar atá siad.  

A new Year, A new Waterfall, A new Parish Priest. 
Welcome to this twenty-fourth edition of ‘Waterfall’. We 
remember that “time and tide waits for no man” (and even 
fewer women!). With the passage of time, change takes 
place. Change does not always come easy to us. We’re often 
more inclined to leave well enough alone. (Whatever ‘well 
enough’ means?).

Most of you reading this will be old enough to remember 
the change from old money to new money and new money 
(punt) to newer money (the euro)! At the time some were 
saying, ”why can’t they wait until all the older people have 
died, it is not fair to them to have to change”.

Five years ago I was a curate in Westport. Four years ago I 
was a parish priest in Leenane, Finney and Kilmilkin. Two 
years ago I was a parish priest in Dunmore, Garrafrauns 
and Kilteuna. This year I became parish priest of Partry, 
Tourmakeady and Bunán. Time moves on so quickly, and 
I have had a lot of changes to contend with in the last few 
years. They say “a change is as good as a rest”, in that case 
I must be well rested at this stage! But change can be a 
challenge. Thankfully that challenge can be made easier 
with the support and encouragement of good people. I 
have come across a lot of good people since moving to 
this parish. Support and encouragement has been very 
forthcoming from all age groups of people in all sorts of 
ways. Long may that continue please God and thanks to 
everyone for their kindness and welcome to me as your 
new parish priest. I appreciate and understand that change 
is not easy for a congregation and community either. We 
all need to allow for adjustments to the pastoral life we 
have grown accustomed to.

Guímid chuile beannacht ar an tAthar Deasún Ó Grogáin 
atá ag ceiliúradh a chéad Nollag éirithe as a phost agus don 
tAthar Pádraig Stondún ina phost nua mar sagart pobal 
Carna. Go n-éirí a nuaíocht leo. Ní dhéanfar dearmad ar an 
obair a rinne siad in ár measc go ceann i bhfad. Beannacht 
Dé agus na Maighdine orthu. 

As Fr. Des Grogan celebrates his first Christmas in 
retirement and as Fr. Pádraig Stondún ministers to his 
new flock in Carna we wish them well in the changes they 
are experiencing. Their contribution to the pastoral life of 
this community will be long remembered and may God 
continue to bless them in their ministry.

We enter the season of Christmas with much to thank 
God for and much to ask him to grant us. I hope and pray 
for the blessing and joy of the Christ Child to be reborn 
in our lives. We especially remember our loved ones gone 
to their reward, we welcome the new born children to our 
Christian community. We offer special thought and prayer 
to those who are lonely for friends and relatives away from 
home during this family festival.

In the meantime, enjoy a good read of this magazine. 
Thanks to everyone who has made it possible, bringing 
you the contents between these covers. 
I am sure it will entertain and inform you in a very positive 
way.

Looking forward to the new year of 2011 and the silver 
anniversary of “Waterfall” next Christmas, “Go mbeidhmid 
go léir beo ar an am seo arís”.

Réamhrá / Foreword
An tAthar Seán Ó Cionnaith
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Nollaig shona agus athbhliain faoi mhaise do lucht 
leanúna CLG Tuar Mhic Éadaigh, cibé áit atá sibh 
in bhur gcónaí, ar bhruach Loch Measca nó ar 

bhruach Loch Michigan! Seo í an chéad uair a scríobh mé 
alt don iris seo mar oifigeach CLG Tuar Mhic Éadaigh, 
agus mar sin ba mhaith liom ar dtús buíochas a ghabháil 
le coiste an “Waterfall” as ucht an sár-obair a dhéanann 
siad gach bliain, agus freisin le muintir an cheanntar seo 
as ucht an fáilte a chuir sibh romham mar dhuine nua sa 
gclub. Bliain an-stairiúil a bhí ann i mbliana agus mar a 
dúirt Tomás Ó Neachtain liom le déanaí tar éis tuairisc na 
seachtaine sin a léamh sna nuachtáin, “bheadh an-bród 
ort a bheith as Tuar Mhic Éadaigh!”. B’shin é an coicís a 
bhuaigh Cumann Peile na mBan Craobh Sóisir Mhaigh 
Eo, bhuaigh na Mionúir an Sraith Samhraidh, bhuaigh an 
foireann Faoi-16 an Craobh Chontae don dara bliain as 
a chéile, agus bhí an bua ag an bhfoireann Idirmheanach 
sa cluiche leath-cheannais in aghaidh Béal a’ Mhuirthead, 
cluiche ina raibh Tomás é féin ag imirt go h-an mhaith 
sular gortaíodh é i mbualadh timpisteach roimh leath 
ama. Ar ndóigh, bhí sé ceart go leor agus d’imir sé thar 
barr arís mar leaththosach lár sa cluiche ceannais.

2010 has been the most successful year in the history 
of Tourmakeady GAA Club as regards achievements 
on the playing pitch. None of this success could have 
been achieved were it not for the loyal support of the 
community, who help us raise funds primarily through 
the local lottery and match gate collections. A very special 
word of thanks must go to the many Tourmakeady people 
living in the Chicago area, especially Willie Barker, Sean 
Lally, Eamonn Gibbons and Billy Heneghan, whose role 
in selling Mayo County Board tickets is absolutely vital 
to the club’s finances. In tough economic times it is very 
difficult to sell tickets and more so than ever this year the 
exiles Stateside bolstered up the club back home and we 
would have been in dire straits were it not for that support. 
Thank you all very much for your generosity and it was 
good to see that one of the Chicago-based Tourmakeady 
supporters, Sean Folan, had a winning ticket. Nancy Carr 
in Cappaghduff also had a winner in the October monthly 
draw.

So as to give something back out of the weekly lottery 
draw, the club decided that we would have a “lucky dip” 
giveaway for 12 cash prizes to a total value of €4,000 on the 
October Bank Holiday weekend, with one prize of €1,000, 
two at €500, four at €250 and five at €200. This was a great 

success and we are considering having a special giveaway 
draw in future, perhaps at Christmas and other points 
during the year, when the jackpot hits a ceiling. Thanks to 
Siobhán Flynn, Peadar Ó Catháin, Mary Prendergast, and 
everybody who helped out during the year with the GAA 
Club lottery.

Máire Luke’s Bar generously sponsored two sets of jerseys 
this year and so far they have brought us great luck! The 
white set was worn in the Intermediate semi-final victory 
over Belmullet, and the black set was worn in the final 
against Burrishoole. Somebody mentioned to me a while 
back that Tourmakeady’s previous county final victories 
were in white, and the team always lost when wearing 
black. That hoodoo is now finally laid to rest! Thanks also to 
our other sponsors and to those who donated raffle prizes, 
including The Village Inn, Lough Mask Inn, Paddy’s Bar, 
Castlecourt Hotel, Breaffy House Hotel, McWilliam Park 
Hotel, Ballinrobe Races, Jennings Meats, LambDirect, 
Pat Burke Electrical Contractors, Corrigan’s Stores 
Ballintubber, and everybody who gave their professional 
services free of charge to the club, especially Ger Lydon. 
Thanks to my colleagues on the club executive committee 
for running the show behind the scenes: Jim Durkan, 
Chairman; Mary Prendergast, Treasurer; Frank Carr, 
Assistant Chairman; and to Ladies GAA Club members 
Siobhán Heneghan, Una Heneghan, Ciara O’Toole and 
Patricia Lally who worked with us in organising Féile 
Thuar Mhic Éadaigh in August. Thanks to Sean Barker 
and Tommy Heveran for helping out as stewards on big 
match days. You had a lot of victory bonfires to light this 
year Sean! And I must also mention groundsman Paddy 
Dolan, who had the pitch looking resplendent on Ladies 
Connacht Final Day, and two of the club’s most loyal 
supporters, Denis Cronin and Mattie Heneghan, for their 
devoted service to Tourmakeady GAA Club. The club also 
wishes to acknowledge the dedication and great work of 
Kevin O’Toole as an officer of Mayo County Board, and 
Brian Gibbons served on the West Mayo Board.

Our roll of honours for 2010 is very impressive. The U-14 
team marched to a County League and Championship 
double, adding to the annual Lough Mask Tournament, 
which they won in fine style earlier in the year. The U-16 
team retained the 11-a-side County Championship 
in an exciting final. The Minor team were defeated in 
the West Mayo semi-final, but later went on to win the 
Summer League with a hard fought victory over Kilmovee 

Tuairisc Bliantiúil ar Imeachtaí CLG 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 2010

Mícheál Ó Fhlainn, Rúnaí
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Shamrocks in the final. That same evening, Tourmakeady 
Junior Ladies brought home the County Championship 
Cup, and they went on to reach the Connacht Final. The 
Ladies team also reached the League Final where they 
fell to Killala. The Intermediate team won their county 
championship following a memorable performance 
against hot favourites Burrishoole but lost out to St. James 
of Galway in the Connacht semi-final. The Junior team 
was defeated by Westport in the West Mayo Final. The 
U-13s and U-15s both reached their league semi-finals, 
and the U-12 and U-21 teams despite not reaching the 
latter stages of their competitions put in a number of 
impressive displays. In the Comórtas Peile Mhaigh Eo, 
the Junior and Senior teams both lost at the semi-final 
stage. So that makes 10 finals (7 victories), and 6 other 
semi-finals (excluding those won). Not a bad year by any 
standards!

It is very encouraging for the future of the club to see 
so much outstanding young talent in the underage 
teams. Great credit must go to Pat Burke, Frank Carr, 
Michael Morrin, Colm Conneely, Padraig Forde, Stephen 
Heneghan, Martin Lally, Tom Whelan, Denis Harrington, 
John Joe Joyce, James Grant, Stephen Staunton, Tommy 
Heneghan, Tom Naughton, Tom Staunton and Martin 
Staunton for the work they have done in recent years with 
Tourmakeady’s juvenile squads. If somebody were to ask 
you to pick the best 15 players from U-12 up to Minor, 
you’d have a quite a few selection dilemmas ! These young 
players are the future of Tourmakeady GAA Club and 
there is surely the basis of a very strong U-21 and Senior 
team in a few years time. I also hope to see a few of these 
players wearing the green and red of Mayo, and on his 
form of the past two years I believe that Aaron Conroy 
must be given serious consideration by the Mayo Minor 

selectors in 2011. It is good that a number of referees are 
now involved with the divisional selection panels because 
they see players in action with their clubs regularly as 
opposed to trial games in unfamiliar settings.

A notable feature of Tourmakeady’s underage winning 
teams was the many sets of brothers involved, many of 
them achieving personal doubles in the same year: the 
Fordes, Sam (U-14) & Jack (U-14/U-16); the Stauntons, 
Stephen, Ciarán, Cathal (U-14) & Shane (U-16/Minor); 
the Lallys, Kevin (U-14/U-16) & Martin (U-16/Minor); 
the Seoighe brothers, Mícheál (U-14) & Tomás (Minor); 
the Morrins, Michael (U-14) & Martin (Minor); the 
Gibbons, Kenneth (U-14) and Edward (Minor); the Joyces, 
Pat & Mickey (U-14); and the Philbins, Seán (U-16) and 
Pádraig (Minor captain). Sam and Jack Forde also won a 
Mayo U-14 Hurling Championship with Moytura Gaels 
and represented the Mayo county U-14 team.

For the record, the match details of the 10 finals were as 
follows:
May 9.  U-14 Lough Mask Tournament Final:  
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 1-10,  The Neale 1-7.
June 27.  U-14 Div. 5 League Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 5-11,  St. Gerard’s 2-5.
Aug 27.  U-14 County ‘D’ Championship Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 8-6,  Kilmeena 3-13.
Sep 11.  West Mayo Junior ‘B’ Championship Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 1-3,  Westport 2-8.
Sep 18.  Ladies Junior Championship Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 2-14, Moy Davitts 2-12 (AET).
Sep 18.  Minor Summer League Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 4-11,  Kilmovee Shamrocks 2-12.
Sep 25.  Ladies League Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 1-8,  St. Brigid’s Killala 3-10.

Foireann Thuar Mhic Éadaigh ar La na Gaeilge 2010 i bPairc an Chrocaigh
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Sep 26.  U-16 County ‘C’ Championship Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 4-7,  Bonniconlon 3-9.
Oct 16.  Ladies Junior Connacht Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 1-8,  Caltra Cuans (Galway) 4-13.
Oct 17.  Intermediate Championship Final: 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 0-11,  Burrishoole 0-8.
Following their victory in this year’s Mayo Intermediate 
Championship, Tourmakeady with three titles (1982, 
2006, 2010) move into second place in the all-time roll of 
honours, with only Kiltimagh (five titles) ahead of them. 
John Heneghan commented in the post-match radio 
interview that he was glad he didn’t hang up his boots 
because he now is one of the few players in the county 
with two Intermediate county medals. How right he is! 
Going by the record books, the chances are that outside 
of Tourmakeady the only others with two Intermediate 
medals in the past fifty years are in Garrymore (1965/’69), 
Swinford (1987/’94/’99) and possibly Kilmaine (1977/’85). 
Well done to John Heneghan, captain Kevin Dolan, man-
of-the-match in the final Brendan Prendergast, and all of 
their teammates on a scintillating display in the county 
final against Burrishoole. It was a case of history repeating 
itself because in 1982, when these two clubs last met in the 
county final, Tourmakeady came out on top with a winning 
margin of three points, and in 1982 as in 2010 they were on 
the rebound from having lost the previous year’s final by a 
point. 1982 was also the year of Seamus Darby and Paulo 
Rossi, now both gone off the scene, but Tommie Heneghan 
who was involved with Tourmakeady in 1982 is still there 

in 2010 as a key member of the management team. Well 
done to Tommie, Tom Whelan, Colm Conneely, and Jack 
Grimes who masterminded the Tourmakeady “ambush” 
of 2010 as some of the local newspapers described it. This 
same management team looked after the Junior team, who 
lost to Westport in the West Mayo final. The U-21 team, 
managed by Tom Naughton, was narrowly beaten in their 
championship games and did not make the latter stages.
In a year of unprecedented success for the club it is hard 
to single out any one achievement but personally for me 
the U-16 team is one of the stories of the year because 
they showed fantastic discipline and dedication. At the 
beginning of the season, this group of young players didn’t 
have a manager and found themselves competing in the 
13-a-side league even though they only had a maximum 
squad of 13 players. Faced with such adversity, many 
other clubs in the county would have withdrawn from 
competitions. Instead, in stepped James Grant and Stephen 
Staunton, two members of last year’s U-16 championship 
winning team, and they took it upon themselves to train 
this year’s team. The team fulfilled most of their fixtures 
in the 13-a-side league but the lack of depth in the panel 
was a major handicap against clubs who had the luxury 
of having a few substitutes. A memorable victory was 
achieved over Ballyhaunis in a game where midfielder 
Darren Kelly put in an outstanding performance. At the 
end of the summer, the Mayo County Board acceded to 
our request to play in the 11-a-side championship, after 
we were forced to withdraw from the 13-a-side West Mayo 
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championship because of lack of players. Tourmakeady 
travelled to Ballycroy for the preliminary round and were 
it not for some excellent first half saves by Danny Walsh, 
their championship hopes would have ended there. Shane 
Staunton led the comeback in the second half with a number 
of superb runs and passes, and Jack Forde set up two goals 
which gave Tourmakeady a lead from which they never 
looked back. Eastern Gaels were the semi-final opponents 
but they were unable to field a team and conceded, leaving 
Tourmakeady through to the final against a much-fancied 
Bonniconlon team which had convincingly won the 11-
a-side league earlier in the year. Tourmakeady dominated 
much of the first half but wasted a number of chances and 
went in at the interval trailing by a point, 1-4 to 2-2. On 
the resumption Bonniconlon took over and things were 
not looking good when they had a seven-point lead mid-
way through the second half. Jack Forde and Mícheál Egan 
were sent in as substitutes to freshen up the full forward 
line where Mike Burke and Aidan Shoevlin had been 
running tirelessly.  Within four minutes, Tourmakeady 
had the ball in the Bonniconlon net three times, Shane 
Staunton chipped over a free, and inspirational captain 
Martin Prendergast scored a magnificent long-range 
point. It was a major blow to Bonniconlon but to their 
credit they came back and scored a few points to leave the 

game level with time almost up. In the end, it all fell down 
to Shane Staunton. He showed his class and composure by 
beautifully striking a difficult 35m free over the bar to win 
the game for Tourmakeady and in so doing made a piece 
of club history: this was the first time a Tourmakeady 
team retained a championship title two years in a row. 
The Tourmakeady U-16 team was: Danny Walsh, Seán 
Philbin, Kevin Lally, Martin Lally, Eoin Staunton, Martin 
Prendergast (capt.), Darren Kelly, Shane Staunton, Darragh 
Berry, Aidan Shoevlin, Mike Burke, Mícheál Egan and Jack 
Forde.  Well done James and Stephen, you are a credit to 
the club !  Final score in county final: Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 
4-7 Bonniconlon 3-9.  Thanks also to Martin Staunton and 
Frank Carr for playing an important role on the sideline.

The U-8, U-10, U-12, U-13 and National Schools teams 
were managed by Frank Carr and Tom Whelan, two men 
who gave outstanding service to the club in 2010.  Tom 
was also involved with the Junior and Intermediate panels, 
as well as being the club’s Oifigeach na Gaeilge, and Frank 
was Vice Chairman of the club, Chairman of Bord na nÓg, 
County Board Delegate, and on the referees panel.  Many 
of the other club officers and managers, myself included, 
were involved with various teams and roles.  We will need 
to look at our club structures in future because it is not a 
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sustainable model for a few people to be doing so much 
work.  But to return to the young teams, we participated 
in a number of blitzes and in the county competitions. 
No medals were won but much more importantly these 
young players wore the club jersey proudly and acquitted 
themselves very well. A very memorable day was had by 
all on April 9 when the U-12 boys and girls of Tuar Mhic 
Éadaigh played in a special blitz competition in Croke 
Park for clubs from the Mayo and Galway Gaeltacht areas. 
Go raibh míle maith ag Proinnsias Ó Cairr, Siobhán Ní 
Fhloinn, Padraigín Nic Aodhagáin agus Tomás Ó Faoláin 
as ucht an lá seo a eagrú. Ba bhreá na peileadóirí óga a 
fheiceáil amuigh ar an bhfód cáiliúil agus d’imir siad go 
maith, go háirithe Padraig Seoighe, Proinnsias Ó Cairr, 
Roibeárd Ó Seimhlín agus Stiofáin Standún. Tá súil agam 
go bhfeicfidh me arís iad sna blianta seo chugainn ag imirt 
i bPáirc an Chrócaigh le foireann Mhaigh Eo nó b’fheidir le 
foireann Thuar Mhic Éadaigh ar Lá ‘le Phádraig ! I mí Iúil, 
bhí Campa Samhraidh ar siúl ar feadh seachtaine i bPáirc 
Naomh Mhuire. Ghlac 47 páistí páirt sna heachtrachtaí 
agus bhain siad an taithneamh as. Áfach, dúirt an cigire 
linn go mba cheart go mbeadh níos mó Gaeilge á labhairt 
sa Champa agus mar sin beidh muid ag déanamh iarracht 
an bhliain seo chugainn chun focla Gaeilge ar pháirc na 
himeartha a mhúineadh do na bpáistí.

The U-14 team under the management of Pat Burke, 

Padraig Forde, Dennis Harrington and John Joe Joyce were 
a joy to watch in 2010. They went undefeated in competitive 
games all season, with the exception of one game on a bad 
evening in Balla where they didn’t play to form and made 
an early exit from the West Mayo championship. As a 
measure of this team’s ability, they took on the challenge 
of the U-14 Féile na nÓg All-Ireland Champions, Moy 
Davitts, in a tournament game in August and were 
narrowly beaten. Tourmakeady U-14s started their season 
by winning the annual Lough Mask Tournament, a 
round-robin competition involving Ballinrobe, Clonbur, 
The Neale and Tourmakeady. Tourmakeady beat a strong 
team from The Neale in the final in front of a large home 
attendance.  In the League, they scored an average of 8-15 
in the six rounds against Bonniconlon, Parke, St. Gerard’s, 
Eastern Gaels, Mayo Gaels, and Kilcommon, and defeated 
St. Gerard’s in the final in McHale Park on a scoreline of 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 5-11 St. Gerard’s 2-5, with Mike Burke 
in imperious form at full forward. In the championship, 
they drew with Kilmeena and beat Shrule/Glencorrib 
before overcoming the robust challenge of Davitt’s in the 
semi-final and defeating Kilmeena in the final. Frank Carr 
was excellent in goals all season and is very confident 
under a dropping ball. In the full back line, the physical 
strength and determination of Joseph Gibbons and Kevin 
Lally left little opportunity for opposing attackers. Pat 
Joyce also made a number of appearances in the fullback 
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line and was very solid. Kenneth Gibbons read the play 
very well at centre half back, and he had two very stylish 
and assured players either side of him in Mícheál Seoighe 
and Ciarán Staunton. The versatile David Harrington also 
played a number of games in the halfback line and was 
equally effective in the forwards. At midfield, Jack Forde 
and Danny Walsh are outstanding footballers with bright 
futures. At centre half-forward, Luke Mulroe contributed 
with many well taken scores. On the right wing, Darragh 
McConnell worked hard and was very influential with 
his ability to set up scores through well directed passes. 
On the other wing, Cathal Staunton was a tricky operator 
and had a very good season. James Daly, one of the most 
improved young players in the club, always worked hard 
in the half forward line. The inside line of Sam Forde and 
Mike Burke were devastating and between them amassed 
a lot of scores. Stephen Staunton and Michael Morrin were 
both very effective at poaching goals when introduced, 
and Martin John Ronan had an uncanny knack of scoring 
with his first touch of the ball. Mickey Joyce also gave it 
his best effort in the forward line. Well done to this group 
of players on an outstanding year. They have a fantastic 
attitude and ability and can look forward to more success 
in the future.

Tourmakeady reached the semi-finals of both the U-13 
and U-15 leagues where they fell at the penultimate hurdle 
to Balla and Kilcommon respectively. The U-13 team, 
captained by Darragh McConnell, went unbeaten through 
the league until the semi-final stage and put in a number of 
very impressive performances, especially against Castlebar, 
Eastern Gaels and Kilmeena. This team can look forward 
to a good run in the U-14 competitions in 2011, with the 
Staunton brothers (Cathal, Ciarán and Stephen), Tomás 
Egan, Frank Carr, Sam Forde, Darragh McConnell, Robbie 
Shoevlin, Dylan Mulroe, Mícheál Conoboy and Oisín 
Whelan being some of the young stars. The U-15 team, 
under the management of Pat Burke and Pádraig Forde, 
was mostly made up of U-14 players, and the extra year of 
physical maturity was evident in games against Parke and 
Kilcommon. Nevertheless this group of young players had 
an outstanding year in the Tourmakeady colours, and they 
can look forward to winning more county titles in future.

September 18, 2010 goes down in history as the evening 
when two county titles were won in fine style. First home 
was the victorious Minor team who beat Kilmovee in the 
Summer League Final. An hour later, word was relayed 
back to Tourmakeady to stoke up the bonfires again to 
welcome home the Ladies team after their victory over 
Moy Davitts in an epic Junior County Final. The Minor 
Summer League Final was a highly exciting game played 
between two very committed teams. Tourmakeady started 
well with excellent points from Aaron Conroy and Shane 
Staunton but Kilmovee then took control and raced into 
a 1-6 to 0-3 lead. The introduction of Tourmakeady’s star 

player Michael Kelly, back after a serious injury, had an 
immediate impact. His ball-winning ability and intelligent 
distribution turned the tide and Tourmakeady went in at 
the half-time break leading by 2-9 to 1-6. Two further goals 
after the break from Aaron Conroy and Tom Currid gave 
the Tourmakeady lads a comfortable lead but Kilmovee 
continued to press hard and as the game entered its final 
stages just two scores separated the teams. In the end, the 
Tourmakeady defence held firm with the game ending on 
a final scoreline of Tourmakeady 4-11 Kilmovee 2-12. Best 
for Tourmakeady in defence were James Grant between 
the posts, Kevin Staunton at centre-half-back, and team 
captain Padraig Philbin. Hard-working midfielder Darren 
Kelly had an excellent game and Michael Kelly was 
very influential around the middle. The Tourmakeady 
forwards always looked lively and dangerous, with Shane 
Staunton, Aaron Conroy, and two goal hero Tom Currid 
in particularly fine form. The Tourmakeady team was: 
James Grant, Edward Gibbons, Stephen Staunton, Martin 
Lally, Kevin Staunton, Martin Prendergast, Darren Kelly, 
Padraig Philbin (capt), Tomás Seoighe, Aaron Conroy, 
Shane Staunton, Martin Morrin, Tom Currid.  Substitutes: 
Michael Kelly, Vinny Dolan. Well done to the team mentors 
Michael Morrin and Stephen Heneghan whose great work 
resulted in this magnificent victory.

This writer was among a number of Tourmakeady 
supporters who made the journey from the Minor final in 
Mayo Abbey in the hope of catching the end of the Ladies 
final in Ballyheana on the same evening (what a pity they 
clashed, but the GAA and Cumann Peil na mBan are 
separate organisations so fixtures are not coordinated). 
With time running out in normal time, the Tourmakeady 
ladies were defending a narrow lead against a determined 
Moy Davitts team who were playing with the assistance of a 
very strong wind. Things seemed ominous as Moy Davitts 
gradually overcame the half-time deficit and drew level. 
Shellie Gibbons restored the Tourmakeady lead with what 
looked to be a late winner, only for Moy Davitts to again 
equalise with the very last kick of the game. A draw would 
have been a fair result at that stage but despite the dark 
evening and poor playing conditions the presiding officials 
decided to play extra time. It was a pulsating match as the 
two teams engaged in an epic battle, which fully tested their 
stamina and mental strength. Tourmakeady were first to 
strike with a well-taken goal from Patricia Lally, but Moy 
Davitts responded in similar fashion to leave just a point 
between the teams at the end of the first period of extra 
time. The game ebbed and flowed in the second period 
as neither team relented. It seemed that Moy Davitts were 
destined for victory when in the greasy conditions and 
fading light a tentative shot skidded into the Tourmakeady 
net with time almost up, leaving them two points ahead. 
Undeterred, the Tourmakeady ladies pressed on in the face 
of the breeze and were unlucky on two occasions to miss 
point scoring opportunities. With the game in stoppage 
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time, Martha O’Malley showed her class and experience 
to score a brilliant goal and followed up with an excellent 
point to give Tourmakeady a two point lead. In the end 
it was enough, with the final score after extra time being 
Tourmakeady 2-14 Moy Davitts 2-12 (0-11 each at end of 
normal time). The Tourmakeady Ladies went on to have a 
good win over Sean O’Heslin’s of Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim 
in the Connacht semi-final, coming through on a scoreline 
of 3-15 to 1-8. The stage was set for what we hoped would 
be a famous victory on home ground in the Connacht 
final on October 16 against Caltra Cuans of Galway. It was 
a beautiful day, the pitch and grounds looked resplendent, 
the flags were flying high, the team selectors were confident 
and a large home ground turned out in expectant mood. 
Things look menacing when Caltra broke through to 
score an early goal but as the Tourmakeady girls settled 
they came more into the game.  An excellent goal from 
Shellie Gibbons and a well-taken point by Patricia Lally 
shortly after the half time break reduced the deficit to two 
points and the momentum seemed to have firmly swung 
in Tourmakeady’s favour. That unfortunately was as close 
as it got, as Caltra slowly but gradually extended their lead 
to run out worthy winners on the day. The 2010 Ladies 
panel were: Marie de Priondargáis, Tríona Nic Fhinn, 
Úna Ní Éanacháin, Caitlín Ní Éanacháin, Nuala Ní Shé, 
Ciara Ní Thuathail, Caitríona de Búrca, Orla Ní Mheara, 
Siobhán Ní Éanacháin (captaen), Martha Ní Mháille, 
Máire Ní Mhaoldomhnaigh, Shelley Nic Giobúin, Éimear 
Ní Bhaircáir, Seóna Ní Bhaircáir, Padraigín Ní Mhaolalla, 
Gráinne Ní Éanacháin, Sorcha Ní Éanacháin, Caitríona 
Ní Éanacháin, Áine Standún, Treasa Ní hIr, Ailbhe Nic 
Chonaill, Aoife Ní Mhuirín, Síle Ní Cheallaigh, agus 
Sadhbh Ní Mhaolalla. Well done to team managers 
Sean Kearns, Seamus Hughes, Michael Kelly, and Mattie 
Heneghan. Thanks also to club sponsors Paddy’s Bar and 
the Lough Mask Inn.

Tourmakeady GAA Club and Tourmakeady Ladies 
Gaelic Football Club jointly organised a very successful 
fundraising event on August 1, Féile Thuar Mhic Éadaigh. 
The action kicked off in Páirc Naomh Mhuire with an 
exhibition game by Moytura underage hurlers, followed 
by a challenge game between Tourmakeady U-14s and 
All-Ireland champions Moy Davitts. The Ladies team 
had a good win over An Fhairche, and the Intermediate 
team defeated Headford in the Gaeltarra Cup. A barbeque 
was organised at the GAA pitch for the underage club 
members, and at the Lough Mask Inn for the adult 
members, where there was also music on stage and a prize 
draw. The event was well supported by the community and 
raised over €5,000 to go towards improvement of facilities 
at Páirc Naomh Mhuire. There is so much we would like 
to do, - dressingroom extensions, improved floodlights, a 
training pitch, etc., - all of which costs money so every 
little helps.  If only some generous benefactor would leave 
us a princely sum, we really could put it to good use!  We 

encourage everybody in the area to participate in the 
ongoing Community Future initiative, the purpose of 
which is to build a united plan in deciding what projects 
we would most like to see done in the Tourmakeady area.

Tourmakeady GAA Club will be celebrating 50 years in 
existence in 2015, just a few short years away. To mark 
that occasion, we hope to compile a history of the club 
so it’s time to start collecting information now. Thanks to 
Owen Dennehy, a founder member of the club, for already 
expressing an interest in this. Every GAA club in Ireland 
has recently been invited to participate in an “Oral History” 
project, which collects stories about the GAA in bygone 
days. We can always go back and read newspaper reports 
but it is much more interesting to hear it in the words of 
the people who were actually involved. Back in 1937, the 
schoolchildren of Ireland were asked to collect folklore in 
their areas and each national school collected a wealth of 
local history (some of the interesting material collected 
in Páirc a’Doire is available online at http://tinyurl.
com/2aajygb ), so perhaps we could do something similar 
again to record local history. If anybody has information 
they are willing to share, such as photographs, scrapbooks, 
or memorabilia, please contact the club secretary.
The email address of Tourmakeady GAA Club is secretary.
tuarmhiceadaigh.mayo@gaa.ie and the Web site is http://
tuarmhiceadaigh.gaa.ie. The Website includes a list 
of fixtures, results, announcements, and links to club 
history and photographs. Announcements posted to 
the Web site are automatically sent to the newsfeed on 
the club’s Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
TourmakeadyGAAClub

Best wishes to Áine Staunton on her charity work trip 
to Tanzania and thanks to everybody in the club who 
contributed to the match gate collection to raise funds for 
her.  Thanks also to those who supported the table quiz in 
aid of the Haiti Disaster back in February, which raised 
over €400.

By the norms of previous annual reports, this has been an 
extraordinary long article, but it has been an extraordinary 
year for the club and there is so much good news to report. 
We look forward in hope and expectation to another 
successful year in 2011. Sadly, for some families, 2010 will 
be tainted with sad memories of the loss of loved ones. 
Tourmakeady GAA Club extends its condolences to the 
families and friends of all former players and supporters 
who passed away during the year. We remember especially 
Edmund Heneghan of Derreendafderg.
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Máire Lukes presents two sets of Jerseys to the Club.
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The September Groom and his sisters.
L-R: Kathleen Cooney, Eileen McManamon, Ciaran Walsh (Groom),

Eileen McDermott, Mary McGovern and Máiread Butler.

All Ireland Masters Dinner Dance. The Walsh Brothers Ciaran, 
Michael John  (Winner) and Pat.

Chicago 2010. Michael Gibbons, Maureen (Costello) McGrath, Sally Gibbons, 
Dan McGrath.

In a party mood . . . Sean Barker, Evelyn O’Neill, Nora McDonnell, Eileen 
Barker, Michael O’Neill, Mary Hayes McDonnell.

A family celebration . . . The O’Malley’s, upper Churchfield. 
All smiles for our Waterfall 2010.

Heneghan - Gibbons Wedding Chicago 2010.
Front L-R: Judy (Miller) Maloney, Ann (Miller) Freeman, 

Maureen Carr (Ronan) Bridie (Miller) Mulhern.
Back L-R: Tom Daly, Pat Carr, Sean Freeman, Maureen (Miller) Daly, 

Martin Behan, Mike Maloney.
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Many people in the area may not be aware of the 
existence of this thriving walking club which 
was started in the late 1990’s by a group of 

enthusiastic local people, many of whom were and are still 
based in or around Ballinrobe.   Notable pioneers of the 
club, amongst others, were Liam Horan, Richard Molloy, 
Fergal O’Neill and Edward and Mary Joyce.
Ben Levy, or Mount Gable as it is known locally, was the 
very first hill tackled by an enormous group of more than 
50 people of mixed ability, and a great time was had by all.  
So the Lake District Hill Walking Club was born.

Now the Club has settled into a regular routine which 
enjoys two walks a month, on the first and third Sundays. 
The walk on the first Sunday of each month is a Hill Walk 
and ranges in difficulty from moderate to strenuous and 
is always accompanied by an experienced leader.  On 
the third Sunday of each month a more leisurely cross-
country walk or ramble takes place.  Many areas, both 
in the vicinity and beyond, are covered, including the 
Twelve Bens, the Maamturks, the Sheefreys, the Partry 
and Tourmakeady Mountains, the Nephin range and 
many others.  Occasionally the group will venture away 
on exciting trips to Donegal, Kerry and various islands.
For the last four years the club has organised the Joyce 
Country Challenge to raise funds for charity.  This takes 
place in July and is becoming very popular.  There are 
three walks to suit all levels of fitness. The A Walk, is a 
serious challenge of 30km taking in Maumtrasna, the 
Devils Mother Ail Dubh, Bunacunneen and Ben Beg, and 
is for the experienced, fit and self-sufficient walker.  The B 

Introducing the Lake District Hill Walking Club

Walk is lead and takes in a similar but slightly modified 
route, and then the C Walk is a Ramble of around 14km 
for less experienced walkers.

Anyone interested in joining us on our Challenge or any of 
our walks will be more than welcome.  If you aren’t sure of 
your walking ability or aptitude one of our club members, 
Tim Foley, who lives in Partry, will be more than happy to 
take you out on local hill to see how you get on.   Call him 
on 087 6555069.

If you would like more information on the club please 
contact Ann Reid on 086 8344340 or alternatively check 
out our website, lakedistricthwc.com, where a full list of 
all our walks and many other details are available.  
 
Tim Foley.

on
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Available for Christmas Parties and Occassions
21st Parties and Anniversaries.

Tel: 094 95 43249
Mobile: 086 600036

Restaurant Open Friday / Saturday
5.00p.m. - 8.30p.m.

Sunday Lunch 12- 5.30p.m.
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Hall Opening on 15th October
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Seamus, Faith, Jim and Brenda Lally in Marbella. Mark, James Lally born 23rd March 2010 with big sister Faith.

Seamus, Jim, Robert and David Lally.

Sarah and Seamus Lally with Mary Harney, Minister for Health.
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Grandchildren of Tom Lally, Carheen - The Gardiner Family.

4 lambs and their Ma Ma on Higgins farm, Cappaduff.

Mary and Dan Higgins R.I.P. on their 
wedding day.

John Heraty Mary and 
Dan Higgins R.I.P.

Higgins brothers from Eriff, Westport.
Malachy, Dan, Tommie and Michael R.I.P.,

Willie and Paddy.

Tommie Staunton and sister Kathleen Staunton.
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In the miasma of propaganda which preceeded, 
permeated and thickened in the aftermath of the 
War of Independence it is notoriously difficult for the 

historian to get at the truth of what then actually occurred.  
The Tourmakeady Ambush or The Battle of Tourmakeady, 
as in the author’s title, is no exception.  Strictly, the ambush 
by the South Mayo IRA Brigade led by Commandant 
Tom Maguire of Cross village, on an RIC/Black and 
Tans  patrol of  a Ford Car and  tenders bringing supplies 
from Bermingham’s  Wholesales stores in Ballinrobe to 
the beleaguered RIC Derrypark Barrack,  seven miles 
south of Tourmakeady certainly took place in the village 
of Tourmakeady on the 3rd May 1921.  Tourmakeady 
Barrack  itself  was closed on 11 November 1919 ;  Sergeant 
Goulden and his police were  divided up between Partry 
and Derrypark.   The almost immediate and equally 
certain reprisals  in the search for men and weapons  by 
British forces on the Flying Column of the IRA Volunteers 
took place in the surrounding Partry Mountains. It must 
be understood that “British forces” was often used as a 
portmanteau term for the RIC, the Black and Tans and 
the Auxiliaries. Likewise “Partry Mountains” becomes a 
blanket term too for a wide area which incidentally also 
included Glensaul, three miles s.west of Tourmakeady and 
involved in the Tan War reprisals ( as elsewhere). See The 
Waterfall 2008 for an account of Michael Lally’s  book The 
Tan War ,Ballyovey, South Mayo and in the same number  
Captain Donal Buckley’s account of his own book The 
Battle of Tourmakeady-Fact or Fiction  and which is under 
review here.

Understandably, in the subsequent reportage, written and 
oral, as well as in the inevitable exaggerations, contradictions 
and plain propaganda  as to timing , numbers, casualties  
and personnel   the actual events, numbers  killed and 
wounded on both sides , not to mention who were the  
winners and losers  all became distorted  in the re-telling 
in song and story of the Tourmakeady Ambush. 

Exaggerations and contradictions in the very sources 
also belong to both sides. Captain Buckley, a retired 
army officer of twenty-three years’ service , unravels  
the spin and propaganda  in a virtually forensic  study 
of  every piece of evidence he could muster  among 
the Irish military authorities, British historical and 

A Comparative review of the two recent books on 
the Tourmakeady Ambush and the Tan War.

By Professor John McGurk- Garranagerra, Glensaul,Tourmakeady

regimental records, contemporary newspapers, journals, 
interviews with military and police historians  as well as 
with Tourmakeady local people with any connection  to 
combatants  and  on both sides. Hence it is somewhat unfair 
to suggest  ( as some  have done)  that Buckley, because of 
his military background was only interested in military 
sources.   His lucidly written book may demand of many 
readers a re-questioning of long held views of the War of 
Independence   as a whole, and not merely of the events  
in South Mayo eighty-nine years ago. No one any longer 
believes in the local Tourmakeady folklore that the war for 
national independence began in Tourmakeady and, surely 
not after reading Captain Buckley’s book.  The Foreword 
and the first chapter “ Background to the Ambush” 
while somewhat repetitive usefully set the context but 
more importantly shows how the sources themselves are 
contradictory “not only in the same publication but in 
many cases even on the same page”. The contemporary 
writer and Volunteer in the 3 West Mayo Brigade, Ernie O 
‘Malley is taken to task not only for his wonderful purple 
passages but for his inaccurate military map of the action 
in and around Tourmakeady-  reproduced on p.53.  The 
author  also  seems surprised that  contradictions and 
inconsistencies  in the narratives  should be the case even 
among the latter day historians of the events such  as Peter 
Hart’s British Intelligence in Ireland, 1920-1921; Michael 
Hopkinson’s The Irish War of Independence; Robert Kee’s 
Ourselves Alone; Joost Augusteijn’s From Public Defiance 
to Guerrilla  Warfare  and Martin Mansergh’s The Legacy 
of History. History of course does not repeat itself ; 
historians repeat one another. In any case is not military 
intelligence a contradiction in terms as the accounts 
of modern warfare so often demonstrates?    Captain 
Buckley contends that to date “nobody has published an 
accurate factual account of the events of 3 and 4 May 1921 
or addressed the inconsistent versions that the published 
sources contain” (p22)   In chapters 2 and 3 he manfully 
tackles the nationalist version   of the ambush and the RIC 
and British Army action and reaction to the happenings in 
and around Tourmakeady. Getting the sequence of events 
chronologically correct is very much part of his self-
imposed task. The concerns of the military historian are 
there: the numbers of men on each side; figures of British 
troops and police vary between 650 and 250 coming 
out to the area in twenty –four tenders  in nationalist 
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accounts ; Tom Maguire’s four reports at various times 
are re-produced in the Appendices  which show that he 
had reduced his estimate of British forces to 250. In his 
official report to G.H.Q. 16 May 1921 Commandant Tom 
Maguire states: “ On  arrival at Tourmakeady in the early 
hours of Tuesday morning – 3/5/1921 our total strength 
being 60: 42 of these were drawn from the Ballinrobe 
Battalion and the remaining 18 troops which constitute 
the Flying Column being mainly drawn from the Cross 
Batt.” Maguire’s deployment   of  his men and  preparations 
for the  ambush  are well sorted out here and concur   with 
the local knowledge .  Thanks to  Micheál Lally  ( son of 
Tom Lally of Srah- a noted Volunteer)  in his The Tan War: 
Ballyovey, South Mayo { Privately published, 2008/9), and 
expertly  reviewed in the Waterfall by the late Tomas O 
hEanachan who knew many of the protagonists especially 
those of the Srah Company , we now know their names 
but there appears to be more  than the  60 Volunteers 
included in the 1936 South Mayo Pension list  and Lally  
adds four more names of those who certainly took part 
in the Ambush and subsequent engagement in the Partry 
mountains.  IRA pension lists are unreliable-apparentlyt 
there were more claims in the area for pensions than the 
fabled numbers who fought in the GPO in Dublin in 1916!   
Ballyovey of his title, is  of course,the official  parish name 
for Tourmakeady-Partry.

Comparative treatments of the same subject are always 
illuminating and Lally’s  clearer and more comprehensive  
collection of photographs, documents  on gloss paper as 
well as having  more detailed’ Notes and  References ‘than 
Buckley’s, makes Lally’s work  a  veritable  companion , if 
not an  antidote, to the more critical and scholarly  analysis 
of the evidence in the latter’s The Battle of Tourmakeady: 
Fact or Fiction .  It is instructive   to see how both authors 
use much the same sets of   documentation but with very 
different emphases: Lally uses more of the military papers 
of the IRA and prints actual battalion lists while Buckley 
uses more British military papers. Both use   Goulden’ 
evidence –   the son of the RIC Sergeant Goulden  of  
Tourmakeady Barrack and knew everyone in the village 
and every location to do with the Ambush and took a life-
long interest in everything to do with Tourmakeady. 

Lally’s book  relies much on interviews and conversations 
among his Tourmakeady /Shrah relatives –his father 
Tom Lally was after all a combatant- both, however use 
much oral evidence  particularly benefitting from  the 
scholarly comments  and programmes of the late Tomás  
Ó h Éanacháin, school-master and local historian as 
well as the detailed local knowledge of Tomás O’ Toole , 
present proprietor of  the celebrated Hewitt’s Hotel, now 

O’Tooles shop,bar and post office.  However , Captain 
Buckley strengthens his argument with two groups of 
documents, not apparently used by Micháel Lally,  viz  
The Malicious Claims Court Reports and the citations 
which accompanied medals and decorations for valour. 
For example, William Maguire, Tom Maguire’s father, 
claimed for the destruction of a house of his at Cross 
village and for another at Dowagh and was awarded by 
the Court £600 and £27 expenses. Mrs Woods claimed 
for the ruin of Drimbawn house and awarded £965 with 
expenses.  Mrs Hewitt got merely £30 for damages to the 
Hotel.  Constable Morrow was awarded £5000 for the loss 
of his arm and, Lt.Ibberson ( some of whose dispatches  
read as if he  single-handed  was responsible for the IRA 
retreat and defeat) – claimed £5000 for his many wounds 
but was awarded £6350, £68 expenses and costs.  Captain 
Buckley is rightly critical of the exaggerated heroics in the 
citations to medals and decorations on the British side as 
being conflicting, inaccurate and mis-leading. Perhaps, in 
their official army speak  they are not quite as over-blown 
as the subsequent balladry and stories of IRA bravery.  
Buckley’s use of  the third set of papers  of Lt.General 
Sir Hugh Jeudwine from the Imperial War Museum in 
London  help to strengthen his arguments; these were 
seen but not overly used by Micháel Lally.  Nevertheless, 
this juxta positioning of deeds of valour is only one reason 
why the whole history of the Tourmakeady Ambush and its 
aftermath in the surrounding mountains became confused 
in contradictions, and shrouded by obsfuscation  as to 
what actually took place.  More importantly in this regard 
is the deliberate and intense propaganda war conducted 
by both sides. Dublin Castle and British Army GHQ sent 
out reports which Buckley shows bore little relation to the 
facts, defying belief. Tom Maguire’s four reports at various 
times, printed here in full in the appendices, eloquently 
demonstrate some contradictions and more confusions 
rather than exaggerations as to numbers, weapons 
involved and casualties.  They deserve close reading.

In a final six page chapter “What Really Happened” and a 
four page Conclusion   Captain Buckley makes a bold pitch 
to sort out the fact from the fictional propaganda. How 
successful he has been in this should really be left to the 
judicious reader ; in any case this reviewer who has been 
coming to Tourmakeady since 1981 and resident since 
1997 claims that in historiographical terms  2010 might  
be too early to tell the full story of  3rd and 4th  May 1921 
in Tourmakeady .  Dr Mary N. Harris who supervised the 
original M.A. thesis  for N.U.I.G. on which the book is 
based  states that Buckley’s book  is “ an unsettling study 
that raises  serious questions about our understanding 
of the War of Independence and the sources we use”. 
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Nonetheless , what can be categorically stated is that 
the South Mayo IRA brigade under Commandant Tom 
Maguire carried out a partially successful ambush in the 
village killing four and wounding two with no casualties 
to themselves. In the reprisals which followed and  within 
hours the IRA casualties were “ Michael O Brien- South 
Mayo Brigade Adjutant, killed in action;  Tom Maguire 
Brigade Commander  wounded  in action  { d.1993 at the 
age of 101}; Volunteer Bourke, wounded in action; Padraic 
Feeney ( not part of the Flying Column in the Mountains) 
shot dead while escaping . Was  Feeney not  told to run 
away from the Hotel and then shot as if escaping capture?  
Lt.Ibberson was the only Border Regiment casualty – 
severely wounded and his rifle taken by the Column 
. Incidentally, the rifle   is “still somewhere in Mayo to 
this day”. Who has it?  On hearsay, I understand it is in 
the possession of  Tomas O Maille of Srah   In  captured  
weaponry the IRA Column lost between twenty-four 
and twenty-seven pieces of anti-personnel equipment 
–to use the modern military euphemism for guns of all 
description.  Induitably , Maguire’s men  inflicted more 
casualties than they received in the Ambush  and in this 
they must be accorded a notable place in the history of the 
War of Independence.  As to the battle in the mountains  
above Tourmakeady  Captain Buckley contends, having 

combed every shred of  available  evidence, that the 
engagement with the Border Regiment  was far from the 
David and Goliath  struggle portrayed  and handed down   
in the nationalist canon  on a par  with  Tom Barry’s West 
Cork Brigade Flying Column  at Crosssbarry  in Co. Cork 
on the 19th March 1921 or that the battle in Tourmakeady  
“will go down in history with the brave men who held 
the bridge of Athlone  against King William’s army”  in 
Edward  O Malley’s Memories of a Mayoman  ( Dublin, 
1981), p.49.   A few gripes about the production: the paper 
quality is such that the black and white photographs do less 
than justice to the noted scenic beauties of Tourmakeady. 
Secondly ,  the index is inadequate. Finally, there are too 
many appendices, ten in all;  apart  from the four full texts 
of Maguire’s reports, which substantiate the argument, the 
others would have been better analysed  and incorporated 
into the main text and rigorously  referenced in the End 
Notes.

This article is mainly based on my  work  in the Journal 
of the Galway Archaeological and Historical Society – 
vol.62:2010 – pp.225-227  and with the kind permission 
of its editor, Dr Diarmuid O Cearbhaill.
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094-95 53900

Newbrook Quarry - 094 95 40940
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Two cousins Gavin Gibala and Caiden Lally enjoying Halloween.

Across the waters, Ciaran Patick Wilson, son of Sarah and 
Graeme Wilson, grandson of Thomas and Mary Ronan 
and greatgrandson of the late Paddy and Sarah Ronan, 

Cappaduff.

Smiling Cathal Foley smiles for the waterfall 2010. Son of Ann Marie and Tim 
Foley, Derrymore, Partry.

Eilis Heneghan, Churchfield, at Fr. Padraig’s Book Launch 2010.

Joan Lydon and her neighbour Honor Staunton.
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Mattie Heneghan presents the Gaeltarra cup to Kevin Dolan following their 
victory over Headford at Féile Thuar Mhic Éadaigh in August 2010

Jack Grimes makes a presentation to Michael John Walsh on behalf on 
Tourmakeady GAA Club to recognise his achievement in winning a Masters 

All-Ireland medal with Mayo in 2009

Jack Grimes and Tom Whelan were both honoured for “Outstanding Service 
to Tourmakeady GAA Club”

Brian Naughton, Michael James Meeneghan and Tom Naughton 
celebrate the county final victory.

A unique double for the Prendergasts in 2010, Ladies and Mens champions !
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Above: Darren Kelly had 
an excellent season in the 

Tourmakeady colours at U-16, 
Minor and Junior

Above: Shane Staunton in 
action, one of the club’s best 

young players

Left: Tight marking by Martin 
Lally against Kilmeena Minors as 

Mike Kelly also closes in.

Tourmakeady Ladies celebrating after the county final in Ballyheane



Waterfall 2010

31

•	 Sisters	of	Mercy	handed	over	the	Colaiste	Muire	to	
 the Tourmakeady Community.
•	 Maura	Lydon	represented	West	of	Ireland	in	the	Calor		
 Gas Housewife of the year.
•	 Eddie	Staunton	took	Kathleen	Hopkins	as	his	bride	as		
 did Tony Barker took Helen Hackitt.
•	 Gerry	Staunton	married	Carmel	Heneghan	also	
 down the aisle Willie Barker took Shelia O’Malley in   
 Chicago – that’s only some.
•	 Prendergasts	of	Drimcoggy	had	the	stations	“A	Lovely		
 Tradition”.
•	 We	said	goodbye	to	a	number	of	our	community:		
 John Casey, Greenaun – Bridgie Keane, Srah –
 Malcolm Coombes, Bridgie Morahan, Michael   
 O’Malley, Cappaduff/Castlebar, Margaret Prendergast,  
 Letterineen.
•	 Div	4	Football:	Tourmakeady	Senior	Team	defeated		 	
 Ballycroy 4-9 to 0-6 “BIG CHANGE”.
•	 Killeteaun	School	on	stage	in	the	All-Ireland	Dramai		 	
 4-9 years old with Learai Leipreachain.
•	 Key	of	the	door	for	Michael	John	Walsh	also	Maureen		
 Lydon who also got engaged to Martin Staunton –   
 Great Double occasion.
•	 Tourmakeady	GAA	Dinner	Dance	was	held	in		 	
 Tourmakeady Hall.  Gaeltarra Eireann held a fashion   
 show during the night tickets only £10 each.
•	 Maloney	family	hosted	the	stations	of	Ballybannon		 	
 Upper as did the Meeneghan of Derrassa.
•	 Fr.	Des	Grogan,	Colaiste	Muire	was	appointed	CC		 	

Down the Decades 20 Years  1990  Tourmakeady – we bid farewell to Donal Spring CC.
•	 The	Tourmakeady	triplets	receive	their	First		 	 	
 Communion.
•	 Well	done	to	Damien	Conroy	Treenlair	–	he	caught	a			
 13lb 10 oz on Lough Mask – That was 1990! This year   
 2010 is also a special year for Damien.
•	 Sport	Day	in	Tourmakeady	1990	Results:		Mothers		 	
 Race – Maureen Heveran, Noreen De Burca, Kitty   
 O’Malley.  Fathers Race – Tommy Heneghan, Frank   
 Lally, Tommy Heveran
•	 God	knocked	on	a	number	of	doors	–	Johnny		 	
 Staunton (Peter) Annie Lally (Macken) Peter
  Sheridan – May they rest in Peace.
•	 Mary	Robinson	became	President	of	our	Country.

•	 Programme	for	the	2001	first	ever	Tourmakeady		 	
 Parish reunion was released “A Great Occasion”
•	 Srah	Post	Office	closed	its	doors,	after	close	to	100		 	
 years serving the community from Tawnagh to Doirin 
 na Scuaba
•	 Remember	“Baby	Mia”	she	was	born	on	November		 	
 15th 2000, A great success story.
•	 FÁS	Community	Employments	Scheme	was	set	up	in			
 July 2000 in Tourmakeady by the Coiste Pobail
•	 The	Following	went	to	their	eternal	reward
 Paddy Durkin, Tommy Costello, Ellen Casey, Breege
  Timoney, Margaret Joyce, Patsy Burke, Marie
 Fleming, plus many more who escapes the mind, 
 May they rest in peace

Down the Decades 10 years  2000
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Cousins L-R: Peggy O’Malley, Crott Mountain, Westport, (nee Malone, 
Cappaduff Tourmakeady) and Mary Fallon, Turloughmore, Co. Galway, 
(nee Walshe, Toreen, Partry.) enjoying a night in the Clare Galway Hotel, 

Co. Galway in March 2009.

Nora McDonald (Barker) on her 85th birthday.

Leis an geimhradh tagtha tá se fior thabhtacht go mbeidh 
muid ag faire amach do seán daoine na h-áite no einne atá 
ina chonai leo féin.  Sin ceann do na fáthanna a cuireadh 
tús arist le Pobal ar Aire Thuar Mhic Eadaigh.

With winter upon us again it is very important to watch 
out for our elderly neighbours and indeed anyone of any 
age living alone.  One of the main reasons for setting up 
Pobal an Aire Thuar Mhic Eadaigh again was to make our 
community a safe place for all.

In these times there are those who if they see a vunerable 
situation they will exploit it.  But if we all watch out for our 
neighbours and report all suspicious activity to the Gardai, 
then word gets round that this area has no easy pickings.  
Muintir na tire started Pobal an Aire community alert 
because of attacks on the elderly in rural Ireland many 
years ago.

Community Alert is about creating and maintaining a 
caring community.  Community alert aims to allay fear 
and reduce feelings of isolation.  Community Alert is about 
partnership with you and the other voluntary agencies 
in your community.  The Community Alert Programme 
is supported by the Departments of Health and Justice, 
Equality and Law Reform.

Níl néart gan cur le chéile.  Together we all can play 
our part in making our community a safer place for all 
especially the elderly and those living alone.  We have 
already installed panic alarms in many homes and in the 
coming year we hope to continue this programme.

Thanks to all on the committee:-  Andrew Gibbons, Sally 
Gibbons, Cathy Mulroe, Garda Tom Fleming and Sean 
Barker.  Míle buiochas to all who helped out in any way 
throughout the year. 

Guím Nollag faoi sheán agus faoi mhaise do leithoiri an 
Waterfall Magazine.

Useful Contact numbers:

Tourmakeady Garda Station 094-9544003
Castlebar Garda Station 094-9038200.

Pádraig Ó hÉanacháin
Cathaoirleach

Pobal an Aire 
Thuar Mhic Éadaigh

Mary Dolan and her grand daughter Lisa breaking the speed limit.
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Two-in-a-row ! Captains of U-16 
Championship winning teams, Martin 
Prendergast (2010) and Aaron Conroy 

(2009)

Presentation of U-14 League Cup to Mike 
Burke, an outstanding team captain

Michael Morrin, Ciaran Staunton and 
Michéal Seoighe after the U14 

League Final
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SEAI REGISTERED
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Stiofoin Standun ar lorg bearna in aghaidh 
An Bearna !

Stálainn ag Oisín ” Fan 
leis an gciotóg

D’imir Padraig Seoighe go 
h-iontach mar lán chúlaí
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Roibeard Ó’Seimhlin ag gluaiseacht thar cosaint Carna-Caisilg

Proinnsias Ó Cairr ag briseadh trÌ Na Piarsaigh

Tá cúl ar Michéal Ó’Muirín in aghaidh An Bearna

“Bainigí taithneamh as an lá” Focla 
comhairle sa seomra gléasta

Suil ar an liathróid ! Adam Ó’Maolruadh ag imirt i gcoinne Acaill
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Caitlin Bn Uí Mhaolruaidh, Brid Bn Uí Loideain, An tAth Sean O’Cionnaigh. Eamonn O’Cuiv agus a shean cara Siobhan Uí Eanachain.

Sonny Meeneghen enjoying his grand nephew’s wedding.

Friends enjoying a night on the town: Erin Lally, Aisling Egan, Sarah McGeogh, 
Fiona McGeough and Leigh Langen.

Brian, Christina Munroe and their son Hemish (Dererin /Australia) with 
Susan Cryan and Karen Heneghan.

Rose Mulqueen’s three grandchildren christened in 
Tourmakeady. Peter, Grace, McLoughlin 

with baby Peadar.
Fergal, Joan Cafferty and baby Aoife.
Clare, Alan Lawlor and baby Aisling.
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The last Communion in Bunaun 2009, Curtis Feerick and Darragh 
Prendergast with teacher Caitríona Ní Chadhain.

L-R: Patrick Heneghan, Cllr. John Cribbin, Seán Seoighe, Chris Kozicki.
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Hewitt’s Hotel, Tourmakeady - O’Toole’s Now. Circa 1920 The Higgins Children, Cappaduff.

Bridgie Staunton, Nora Flynn R.I.P., and Gerry Staunton. Hughie Staunton, Hailey Rose, Mary Lally, Bridgie Staunton.

Bridgie Staunton and her son Kevin. Mary Lally R.I.P., Kate Heneghan R.I.P., Tommie Lally, Careen.

The Chicago Grandchildren of Tommy and Bridgie Staunton.
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Ar an 11ú de mí Iuil seoladh an leabhar is deanaí leis 
an tAthar Padraig Standún, leabhar a bhí muintir 
Thuar Mhic Éadaigh ag tnúth go mór leis leabhar 

faoi stair ags seanachas Thuar Mhic Éadaigh.  

Leabhar  ina bhfuil cur sios deas eadrom ar stair na h-áite 
ar an seanachas agur ar caracteirí na h-áite i bhfocail 
muintir Thuar Mhic Éadaigh iad fhein i nGaeilge soileir .  
Siad Cló Iar Chonnacht a dfoilsigh an leabhar agus tá sé ar 
diol ar phaghas reasúnach €15.  Is fiú go mór é do dhuine 
ar bith ar suim, leo an áit seo.

Bhí a leithead de leabhar ag teastáil go gear le scéal na h-áite 
a inseacht mar a duirt an tAth. Padraig é féin is uacht é do 
mhuintir an cheantar agus do na glúnta atá le tiocht.
Tabharfaidh sé uachtach agus mortas cine duinn uilig 
nuair a fheiceann muid céard a ndeachaigh ár muintir 
tríd agus go raibh siad in ann an greann agus cultur a 
choinneail beo.

Tá cur sios ann ar Thuar Mhic Éadaigh ó thuas áma go 
dti 2010.  Is cosuil nach raibh morán daoine ag cur futhu 
i dThar Mhic Éadaigh san am a caitheadh suas go dtí 
an cuigiú cead deag.  Is cosuil go raibh cuid mhaith den 
cheantar faoi choillte.

Ach is leir go raibh daonra mór anseo ó mblian 1800 ar 
aghaidh.  B’eigean an talamh a mhintiriu le cur in oiriunt 
do cur na bhfataí.  Bhí tionchar an-mhór ar bhochtanas 
na daoine ar a stáir agus seanachas.  Bá é Cogadh na 
Talun an troid leis an Tiarna Plunkett a tharraing aird an 
domhan ar cheantar  Tuar Mhic Éadaigh i dtosach.  Bhí 
an tAth. Ó Maolfeabhail (Lavelle) ag seasamh an fód go 
laidir dá phobal.  Ansin bhi Colaiste Chonnacht anseo 
cliabhan Conradh na Gaeilge.  Bhí muintir Thuar Mhic 
Éadaigh pairteach i Cogadh na Saoirse an Luiochan 
i 1921.  Bhí caint ansin ar na rudaí a chabhraigh leis an 
pobal a fhorbairt.  Togail na Bhunán 70 blian ó shin, Halla 
Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 60 blian ó shin.  Ath choiriú  Teach a 
Phobal.  Ceannacht Colaiste Mhuire, C.L.G. a bhunú sna 
1960-oidí agus forbairt an phairc peile sna 1980-oidí.

Chomh maith le na imeachtaí seo tá cur sios an ar Lá 
l’Peadar agus Pól, damhsaí, nosanna a bhain le Oiche 
Shamhna, an Tine Cnámh agus gnath shaol na daoine.
Sa leabhar seo tá fail ar amhrán agus dánta a cumadh 
faoin gceantar agus mor imeachtaí staire na h-aite.  Ais 
iontach do dhuine ar bith a bheas ag deanamh staideir ar 
an cheantar. 

TUAR MHIC ÉADAIGH STAIR AGUS 
SEANACHAS le Padraig Standún

Tomás Ó hÉanacháin

Tá bun áite an eolas foilsithe cheanna sa Waterfall ach tá 
sé cnuasaithe le cheile anseo agus tugann sé blás duinn ar  
ár d-oidhreacht saibhir agus molaimid an tAth. Padraig 
dá bharr.  Chaith sé cuig mbliana deag inar measc agus 
chuaigh a bhealach seimh go mór i bfheidhm orainn.  
Guimid gach ráth ar ina phost nua mar shagart pobal i 
gCarna.

Bhí lá mór againn do seoladh an leabhair.  Seoladh 
an leabhar sa halla a bhí direach ath-chorithe.  Ba é an 
t-aisteoir  cáiliiul Micheal Ó Maolalla as Doire Mhianaigh 
a sheol an leabhar.  Niorbh fheidir  fear nios fear  a fhail 
leis an job a dheanamh.  Fear a raibh dúchas agus cultur an 
cheantar go smior ann.  Eireannach criochnaithe a raibh 
meas agus bród ar ás a mhuintir agus a áit dhuchais.  Is 
beag ar shil muid gurb shin an uair deire a bheadh sé i 
measc a mhuintir fhein.  D’eag sé ar an 31ú Lunasa tar eis 
tinneas gairid.  

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dhilis.
Tar eis an leabhar á léamh árdoidh an mortas cine ionat 
agus i bhfocla Tomás Ó Donnacha an file aituil beidh tú 
ag maiomh – 

Tá caint mhór ar Chill Airne is Gleann Dá Loch le fána  
Radharcana Chill Mhantain is an ceantar sin máguird. 

Ach is tus agus crioch mo dhánsa mo rogha fein dá 
bhfaighinnse  Ba é Loch Measc is Tuar Mhic Eadaigh é 

atá suite i measc na sliabh.

UP TOURMAK!

Fr Stundun
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Thomas and Shailaigh on their Wedding day in Chicago. August 14th 2010.

Robert and Maeve Lally. Kim and Kevin Heneghan.

Weddings
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Teresa Lally, Glensaul, Kevin Collins, Shanvalley Cahill.

Breda Walshe, Derrycroff and David Hastings, Carrarevaudh, Liscarney.

Martin Paul Derrig, Letterineen, Tourmakeady and Hanwell, London and 
Amanda Flynn, Hanwell, London who were married in Blarney, Cork on the 

21st of August 2010.

Weddings

Eamonn Lally and Maureen Heneghan married 23rd May 2010 in Chicago.



Waterfall 2010

47

Sarah Madden and Anthony McCusker on their wedding day.

Weddings

Kevin Carr and Carmel Kane on their wedding August 2010

Anne Marie O’Halloran and Vincent Hession, who married on the 27th of 
March 2010 in Corner Chapel Church, Kilcoona, Co. Galway.

Caraline Lydon, Martin McDonald, Cappanacreha and the Lydon Family.
Stiofan and Aisling O’Neill.
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John Lally and John Casey, both of 
Carheen and both now R.I.P.

Here is Oliver Duffy on his Grey Bird at St.Patrick Day Parade, Tourmakeady 2009.

John Casey, Carheen, John Naughton, Ballybannon and Mylie Joyce, Shanvallyard.
All now R.I.P.

My only brother. Noreen Cronin and Michael Maloney of 
Gortfree Farm.

Toumakeady’s own St. Patrick in parade. Tom Heneghan, Churchfield with Mr. & Mrs.  
Paddy and Kathleen Gibbons.

Hilary Clarke and Deirdre Clarke / O’Malley
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Back L-R: Padraig Lally, Mickey Costello and Sean Casey. 
Kneeling L-R: Padraig O’Malley, Paddy Lally and Jamsey Heneghan.

The Two Maureen’s. Maureen Maloney / Egan with 
Maureen Coyne (R.I.P.)

Meet the O’Malleys Padraic and Pat. Taken in the 50’s.

Jennifer Moran, Cappaduff. Fastest Female Swimmer 2008 and 2009.
Tourmakeady / Partry Swimming Club.

Padraig O’hEanachain, Tom Heneghan, Tommy Heveran, Kevin O’Toole, 
Michael Lang, Joe Heneghan at Fr. Padraig’s Book Launch.

Chicago smiles for Waterfall 2010.
Martin, Karen, Samantha Gibbons and Helen Barker.

Back Row: Tom Gibbons (Hastings), Dan McGrath and Tony Barker.
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- Michael Lang, October 2010
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Weddings

Niall Lydon, Treenlaur, Tourmakeady and Edel Vahey, Hollymount who 
were married in Robeen Church.

Sheila O’Connor, Ballinrobe and William Barker, Tourmakeady on their 
wedding day in May 2010.

Christine Prendergast, Shanagolden, Limerick and Ciaran Walsh, 
Derryveeney, Tourmakeady on their big day on September 4th 2010.

The wedding of Giles Arbery and Lena Craig, daughter of Malachy and 
Maureen Craig (nee O’Brien) and Grandaughter of Mary O’ Brien RIP.  

30th August, Belleek Castle, Ballina
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Weddings

Above:  Michael Heneghan 
Gorteenmore Tourmakeady and 
Leona Bourke Devlish West ,Ayle 

,Westport.

Above: Sinead Ní Choilligh and 
Barry Heffernan in Ballintubber 

Abbey on the 20/th of March 2010.

Left:  Martina Staunton 
Moneen,Castlebar and Leo Coyne 

Westport Road Castlebar who were 
married in Portugal .
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Manager:   Catherine Clancy

Assistant Manager: Mary Hughes

Assistant Manager: Liam Halpin
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Gibbons cousins, Tourmakeady 2010.

Noreen Leonard, Kenneth Gibbons, Patsy McManus, Josie Sweeney 
and Kathleen Fahy.

Meet the 2010 Leaving Cert Class of Colaiste Muire Tourmakeady.

Sorcha Heneghan, Paula Gibbons, Niamh O’Toole and Shauna Barker - 
Debs 2010.

Cousins of 1994 - Sister Maureen Costello, Bridie 
Donoghue, Peggy Costello.

Bridie Donoghue, Sr. Noreen Costello, Peggy Costello, Sister Maureen 
Conroy, all cousins. Taken in the Summer of 1994.
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The Burke Family, Gortnacullin.
Front Row: Mary (Mother), Eileen, Tom (Father)

Back Row: L-R: Paddy, Betty, Stephen, Mary, Tommy, Nora.
Eileen Burke McGill with her Grandchildren, Ciaran O’Malley, Tony Sadik, 

Deena Sadik, Niamh O’Malley and Front Row Cian McGill.

The Burke Family all in their 70’s. 
Back L-R: Owen Doherty, Mary Doherty, Nora O’Shea.

Front - Tommy Burke, Betty Keaney, Eileen McGill.

From Left: Willie Gibbons (Back) Martin Gibbons, Michael Gibbons, Tom 
Murray, Mattie Gibbons (R.I.P.), 

Tony McDonnell (R.I.P.), Anthony McDonnell (front), Julie Gibbons (nee 
McHale R.I.P.), Kathleen O’Brien (nee Gibbons).

Father and son Tommy Joe Thornton and Joey Thornton, Carheen/Chicago.

Megan and Joey Thornton Grandchildren of Peggy Thornton, Carheen.
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Heneghan 
Carpentry

CHURCHFIELD, TOURMAKEADY, CO. MAYO.

• Shuttering • Raft Foundations • New Houses • Extensions 
• Renovations  • 1st & 2nd Fixing • Slating

Agricultural Requirements
We’ll complete your requests

- FREE QUOTATION -
Contact: John Heneghan

Tel.: 094 95 44790  Mobile: 087 205 2108

23

All types of Land Reclamation/
Site Clearance / Re Seeding
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Baineadh stangadh as muintir Thuar Mhic Eadaigh 
agus go deimhin as muintir na hEirinn uilig ar De 
Mairt an 31ú Lúnasa, nuair a scaip an scéal gur 

cailleadh Micheal O Maolalla no Miley, mar a bhi aithne ag 
go leor air tar eis tinneas gairid.  Laoch na h-aisteoireachta 
i nGaeilge agus i mBearla ar lár.

Mich Lally was undoubtedly Tourmakeady’s most 
outstanding personality and he was always proud to 
acknowledge his own place.  He was an outstanding actor 
of his generation, an icon of Irish theatre, his genius of 
capturing and portraying the essence of the characters 
brought him wide, popular and critical acclaim.

His role as “Miley Byrne” of Glenroe which ran for ten 
years endeared him to the nation.  He featured in many 
other T.V roles, e.g. Ballykissangel, Ros na Run, Ballroom 
of Romance, Year of the French and Bracken to name but 
a few.  He won acclaim for the wide variety of roles he 
played.  He recently voiced the character of Brother Aiden 
in the Oscar winning animation film “The Secret of Kells”.  
However his real love was theatre.

He himself wrote in the pages of this magazine, that he 
traced his interest in drama, to the Sunday Plays that he 
listened to with his mother, in their home in Derryveeney 
in the early 1950’s.  Drama was a big thing in Tourmakeady 
in those days.  It was the days of Feile Dramaiocht, when 
the Hall would be packed for the week-long Drama 
Festival. It was during one of these Feile’s that  Mick first 
“tred the boards”

Chuir S.N. Trianlar dráma ar an staitse Geamaireacht 
an Diabhal.  Ghlac Micheal an priomh-pháirt agus bhí 
a chumas le feiceail ag chuile dhuine.  Ba é Seosamh O 
Maolrunaigh, R.I.P an muinteoir ag an am.  Bhí Micheal i 
lathair sa halla ceanna cupla seachtain sula bhuair sé bás ag 
seoladh leabhair an tAthair Padraig Stundún – Stair agus 
Seanachais, Tuar Mhic Eadaigh, agus rinne sé tagairt den 
ocáid le linn a oráide.  Go deimhin, ní ionadh ar bith go 
raibh suim, aige sa dramaiocht mar bhí cáil an seannachais 
agus deislabhaiocht ag dul lena mhuintir ar thaobh a 
mhathair agus a shean-mhathair – muintir Dhonnachú.
Tá scéalta seannachais agus grinn a mhathair le fáil sa 

MICHEAL  O’MAOLALLA 1946-2010
Tomás Ó hÉanacháin

Waterfall sios trid na blianta agus muintir Mhic Fhinn 
uilig.  Dánta Tomás Ó Donnachú, Tamhnach agus bhí cáil 
ar sean Tomás Ó Donnachú, Tamhnach agus Gort  Mór 
mar seannachaí den scoth duirt m’athair gur cuimhin leis 
é ag aithris scéalta Fiannaíochta.

Mick attended St. Mary’s Secondary School in Galway 
and then he studied in U.C.G.  He qualified with a B.A. in 
Irish and History.  He taught Irish and History in Tuam 
for a number of years and also acted in many plays in 
the Taibhearc in Galway.  He was offered a place with the 
Abbey School of Acting but he refused it.  

However, in 1975, he gave up teaching and, along with 
Gary Hynes and Máire Mullen, set up the Druid Theatre 
Company.  It achieved fame with  Playboy of the Western 
World by J.M. Synge and The Leenane Trilogy by Martin 
McDonagh.  In 1985, Mick was nominated of an Olivier 
Award for his portrayal of Old Mahon in “The Playboy” 
in London and he also toured New York and Sydney with 
it.  Among the long list of parts played by Mick were the 
premier of Brian Freils, “Translations”, the part of  Taggart 
in “ Wild Harvest”, “The Year of the Hiker”, “Moll”, “The Man 
from Clare”, “The Power of Darkenss”, “Drama at Inish”, “A 
Crucial Week in the Life of a Grocer”, “The Loves of Cass 
Maquire”, to name but a few.  In 1998, he was nominated 
for “best actor” in the ESB/Irish Times Theatre Awards for 
his role in “The Dead School” by Patrick McCabe.

He was always very taken with J.B.Keane’s plays from his 
first experience of listening to “Sive” on the radio.  He took 
part in the “Chastitude”, “The Field”, “The Matchmaker” 
and “The Well of the Whispering”.  His love of Theatre was 
clear to everybody and even when his health deteriorated 
he persisted  and was treading the boards up to the end.
  
His ability was recognised universally and as a result he 
featured in many films e.g. “Poitin” in 1979, “Our Boys” in 
1981, “The Outcasts” in 1982, “The Ballroom of Romance” 
in 1982, “The Fantasist” in 1983, “That’s All Right” in 1989, 
“Upon my Word “ in 1989, “Fools of Fortune” in 1990, 
“Horse” in 1993, “Misteach Baile Atha Cliath” in 1994 as 
well as “A Man of no Importance”, “The Secret of Roan 
Irish”, “Scarlet”, “Circle of Friends”, “How to Cheat in the 
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Leaving Cert”, “The Halo Effect” in 2004,  the Hollywood 
blockbuster “Alexander” with Colin Farrell in 2004 and 
“Middletown” in 2006.

Success and fame never went to Mick’s head, he  remained a 
quiet, unassuming man.  He was proud of his achievements, 
broduil as mhuintir agus a chultúr.  Tá bearna mór fághta 
ag a bhás i saol culturtha na tire.  The esteem in which he 
was held was evident in the tributes that poured in from 
all walks of life at the time of Mick’s death.

The Taoiseach, Brian Cowen, paid tribute to him and 
extended sympathy to his wife Peggy, his daughter 
Saileog, sons Maghnus agus Darach and his parents 
Tommy and Mai.  He said “he was one of the most loved 
actors of his generation and he will be dearly missed by 
the public and his colleagues in Theatre and Television.  
Versatile in Irish and English his genius in capturing and 
portraying the essence of the character he played brought 
him wide popular and critical acclaim.”  Tributes also 
came from Minister for Culture and Sport, Mary Hanafin, 
said “His rich distinctive tones were at home too in the 
Irish language and theatre-goers from the Abbey to the 
Taibhearc will have wonderful memories of the Man from 
Tourmakeady.” Gary Hynes of Druid said “Mick Lally was 
a man without measure.  He was my hero and I looked 
up to him.”  Others to express tributes were Pat Moylan, 
Chairman of the Arts Council, Michael D. Higgins T.D., 
Mary Upton T.D., Éamonn Ó Cuiv T.D. John Gormley 
T.D. and Jimmy Deenihan T.D.  

Mick Lally’s co-star in Bracken the Hollywood actor 
Gabriel Byrne said of Mick , “he was one of the most 
talented people I  ever met in my life”

Thar mo chionn fhéin agus thar ceann foireann an 
Waterfall ba mhaith liom mo chomh bhrón a chuir in iul 
da bhean Peigí, inion Saileog, mic Maghmus agus Darach, 
a thuismitheoirí Tommy agus Mai, a dhreathair Tomás, 
dreifiuracha Treasa, Marie, Soracha, Nuala agus Rita. Is 
cás linn bhur mbris tubaisteach.  Ní bheidh a leithead ann 
ar aist ach is saibhre muid da bharr a phearsantacht agus 
a shaothar. 

School mates at Treenláir Reunion Michael John Casey, Michael Lally R.I.P. 
and Kathleen Lally.

Mick Lally R.I.P., Tomas  O’Toole, An tAthair Padraig Standún.

Mick Lally launching Fr Standún’s book.
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•  Heavy Duty Disk Harrowing

•  Mobile Welding

/ One Pass System
•  Hedgecutting
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Carlon Twins Edward and Ronan. Adrian Carlon and Francis Ronan Jnr.

Tom and Maeve Staunton.

Tommie Heverin, Anne Barker enjoying the craic in Marie Lukes.

Tommie Heneghan, Barak O’Bama, Seamus Mulroe.

Niall Tiernan, Brenda Lally, Seamus Lally, Cathy Tiernan and children.

Katie Clarke, Maggie Folan, Minister for health Mary Harney 
and Rose Mulqueen.

Tom Whelan, Tom Hughes, Colin Staunton, Jimmy Collins.
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Blessed art Thou Amongst Women. Paddy Morrin with the three sisters, 
Brid Heneghan, Noreen McKeown and Ann Gibbons.

The Gibbons Quintet. Eamonn, John, Andrew, Padraig and Brian.

Ma-Ma. Meet Toby Cronin on the 15th Birthday waiting for 
the silage gate to open.

Double All-Ireland Champion winner “Frank” Barker with Michael O’Broin 
and Owner Sean Barker.

Holy-God. Holy Land 1986. Tomas O’hEanachain on his camel trip 
to the Dead Sea.

Having a break! Rocky Durkin, Ballybannon in the heat of 2010.
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OWNER SEAN BARKER
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Partry Trout Angling Club which was founded in 
1990, held its Annual Fishing Competition and 
Confined Draw on August 15th 2010. There were 

130 competitors signing on at the Lough Inn.  This was 
good as the fishing had been poor this year, not alone on 
Lough Mask but also on the other lakes of Co. Mayo and 
Galway.

RESULT OF COMPETITION.

1st    Eddie Harte and Robert Reilly
2nd       Jim Acton and Declan Martin
3rd Derek Madden and Michael Mc Dermott

RAFFLE WINNERS

1st  Cathal Flannelly
2nd Sean McGovern
3rd Jonathon O Grady

This year we had the privilege of having two well known 
anglers fishing the competition – Lubos Roza, who won the 
World Youth Fly Fishing Championship on two occasions 
and also taking part was Captain of the Czech Republic 
Fly Fishing Team that won a silver medal in The European 
Championship, which was held in Killarney, in 2009.

The competition was a huge success again this year.  This 
was made possible by our kind sponsors who help us every 
year, ticket sellers, the people who buy the tickets, our 
hard working committee, our hosts – the Warde Family at 
the Lough Inn.  A special word of thanks to Jackie Mahon 

PARTRY  TROUT ANGLING CLUB
VINCENT   HORAN

who has provided the food for the barbeque for the past 
number of years.  All the money collected go to providing 
gravel for rivers and spawning streams in the Carra/Mask 
catchment area.

This year, the club held a Junior Angling Competition on 
the 18th of July.  There were 33 competitors and the results 
are as follows;
1st    Donall McLaughlin
2nd Eábha Egan
3rd  Daniel Rose
We are grateful to the sponsors and boatmen who helped 
out on the day.

TIGHT LINES FOR 2011.

Champion of the Mask. Robbie Shoevlin, 2010 Youth Winner with Dad, Club 
Secretary, Michael Shoevlin.

WISCONSIN GOLF SUMMER 2010
Back L-R: Peggy O’Niell, Sean (Bottler) Lally, Pat O’Toole, Liz Helm, Julie Lally, Sean (Buckets) Lally, Rita Lally, Mike Maloney, Paddy Carroll.

Front L-R: Michael Lally, Tommy O’Neill, Mattie Lally.



Waterfall 2010

72



  



Waterfall 2010

73

MARAINN PHÁDRAIG – 
 “ST . PATRICKS LAMENT”

Seanie Lydon presented this copy of the “Marainn 
Phádraig”  that his grandmother, Sarah Lydon (Saillí 
Mhic) wrote out for her sister Mary  Lydon (Mary Shean 
Bhán), when she was going  to America by boat in the 
1920’s.

The people had great faith in this very old prayer - a 
copy of it was believed to work like a charm to protect 
sea farers and it was also used a lot by women in labour.  
The prayer is so old that the Irish in it is unintelligible 
and this was so even a hundred years ago.  Douglas Hyde, 
in his Religious Songs of Connacht –  “Dánta Diaganta 
Cuige Chonnacht”, had taken down different versions of 
it.  Seanie kindly included Hyde’s version and he also gave 
more information about the prayer from the Royal Society 
of Antiquaries of Ireland, - http:www.jstor.org

This web-site states that St. Patrick baptised a beautiful 
girl, Áine , or in some versions Eithne, the daughter of a 
foreign King or False God.  The father was enraged and, 
when he came to take her home she died and St. Patrick 
composed this lament/prayer and gave it special powers 
to protect one from hell, drowning or in battle, and to 
bring about a good marriage and a safe labour.

Douglas Hyde was surprised that even-though the prayer 
is so old that there were not many copies of it in the old 
manuscripts.

It is wonderful to have our own version of this prayer and 
we are very thankful to Seanie and the Lydon family to 
allow us to reproduce it here in the Waterfall.          
GO RAIBH MILE MAITH AGAIBH.

Sally Lydon’s version 
in modern Irish.

Marthainn Phadraig
Claoidhtear san fearta fial taichne sa gcill grá buan
Braon glas ó chuan na greine gile
Ní  dar sugh ach sluaite Aonguis mise ionguir na n-arm 
ghlas
Cé nár bionnann duinn sa chreideamh
Beannacht ar ainm Áine aile
Agus gach einne abhfuil mo mharthainn aige
Beannacht le anam Áine ar son an feile bláth bunaithe 

agaibh Caorn caoin cum corraribh  beal feodhiaid a thug 
gan ceart
Do chorp Seánan chubraigh ní fhacas riamh ora Áine 
Ná  aithne a chuaigh thar  croí dob uaisle nó dob áile
Ná an for –feart do chlaoi  sí m’aine an ridire réaltach
Mar an aithne rí mhór sach
Níl cionn ár naithrithe ná thairtuigeann gan compairáid
Seo iad na bua liaghálta crua gafa agam
Re agaibh féin agus ag gach neach  dá meabhródh  Dia
Agus na ceilt ar aon neach í.
Seo í mo mharthainn.
An té a bheás mo mharthainn aige faoi dhuthaigh na 
h-Eireann
Foscleofar doibh idir glas agus geibhinn
An té bhéas mo mharthainn aige ag dul í mbannaí ná í 
bhfiacha
Aon ní chriosnofear agus beidh an cacla neigeartha
An té a bheas mo mharthainn aige ag dul i gcath ná i 
gcasmirt
Tiocfaidh sé slán ó airm gaiscíoch agus beidh feoil ina 
fiacla.     
An té bheás mo mharthainn aige ag dul í dteach an oil 
subhta ghlór.
Ní baol duit lucht arm na neiltreóg.
An té mo mhartainn aige dul i dteach nua ní baol dó 
corp a thabhairt an fhad a bheas cleith faoi theach .
an té bheas mo mhairthainn aige dul thar toinn na 
farraige       go mbadh slan soinneannta a tiocfaidh sé 
gan bathadh long ná annró.
An te a bheas mo mhairthainn aige ag tabhairt mná 
abhaile        is maith é a cheim meadoidh se fein is a 
chlainne.
An té bheas mo mharthainn aige ag tabhairt mhná na 
ndaoine  go mbeidh coirp slan soinneanta tiocfaidh sí 
ona saothar.
An té bheas mo mharthainn aige an sphearla bpeách 
uasal.
Rachaidh a anam geal ar neamh ní baol dó rí an uabhar .
mise Padraig piomhuilteach lé aois gach aithne
 fagaim na bua sin agaibh mar aithne                                     
misePádraig mioruiltteach an chéad easpag a thainig go            
h-Éireann 
Mo dalta  bháinín fior uasal agus mortaibh agam leithe.
Fagfaidh mé scriofa ag na scolairí.
Seo mo mharthainn go seasta firinneadh agus go deiredh          
an domhain agus tá spiorord sa gcill nach gclaoifear 

Beannach De le anam na Mairbh 
                                   Améan
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Tá sé ráite gr searbhónta do bhí ag Naomh Pádraig 
(do bhí innti) agus bhí sí an-diaganta. Tháinig fear 
isteach lá ámháin ag diabhoireacht = ag iarraidh rud 

éigin le n’ithe. Tar éis é a fháil agus a ithe, thug sé allugh 
= (iarraidh) uirthi le greim breith uirthi. Tar éis é breith 
uirthi bhí sí chomh diaganta sin agus gur thit sí i laige agus 
níor tháinig sí as an lagar go bhfuair sí bás. Nuair a tháinig 
Naomh Pádraig isteach cuireadh os cionn clár í agus seo 
an caoineadh a rinne sé os a gcionn dá moladh.

Mise agus Aonghus arm-glas
Dias nár b’ionnann dúinn creideamh
Naomh-bheatha ar an talamh
Agus beannacht leis an anam bhí i gcorp Áine Áille
Gach aon neach da mbeidh mo Mharthainn aige
Beannacht Dé dá ghrá dhó

Aghaidh chaoin corpach
Corp buadh sean chubhartha
Ba í an bhean chiuin í
An bhean álainn í
Ba í an bhean chiallmhar
Agus an bhean módhúil í.

Teagar le feart a claidh
Marbhaigheadh na féile fíorannach
Cia dearfadh mo ladha-luirc
in Éireann ghlan uasal
B’aingeal é ag dul go neamh
Agus níor baol dó Rí an Uabhar

Tá deire anois le moladh an corp

Cé déarfadh mo Mharthainn
Do mnaoi óig ag dul i muinge (pósadh)
Dul i gcionn céile agus clainne
Go mba ró-mhaith éireoidh an turas léi.

Cé déarfadh mo Mharthainn
Do mnaoi ó h-ionugh
Go mba choir slán soineannta
Thiocfas sí óna saothar

Cé déarfadh mo Mharthainn
Ag dul go tigh úr dó
Ní baol dó corp a thabhairt as
Fhad ‘s bheidheas cleath os cionn tigh

Cé déarfadh mo Mharthainn
Dul ar toinn mhairbh dó
Ní baol dó múchadh nó báthadh

Cé déarfadh mo Mharthainn
Dul i gcath nó i gcleith (troid) dó
Cé casfaidh dhó ann san arm gaisce
Ach mise beo le príomhoilteacht
Pádraig príomhoilteach
Fágam bua gach aithne ar Mharthainn Áine
Neamh do gach aon dá meabhrochas í
Agus ar aon neach na ceiltear

Cé déarfadh mo Mharthainn
Agus dearfas i naoi dtráth
Ní baol do leac ifreann
A choíche ná go brách.

Translation of Michael Ruddy version 
of the Marthainn in Dr. Hyne’s book.

P352 of Douglas Hydes Amhrán Diaganta Cúige Chonnacht

Marthainn Phádraig
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This is a copy of the Marthainn Phádraig written down 
by Sarah Conaboy,
Sean Valley Cahill.

Marthainn Phádraig
Claoidhtear sinn fearta fial Anna is a giolla,
Ó bhuaidh leat gach braon glas de shúgh na gréine 
greige gile.
Ní ó sógha, ach, ó ló tíoníos mise agus aonaos agus arm 
glas Chríost nár b’ionann dúinn rún creidimh dár nidh 
raibh ar an talamh ach aithne.
Beannacht le t-anam a “Anna Áille”,
Beannacht duitse dhá rá sin,
Ba bhreá é t’fholt breá  a bunnadh in d’aghaidh chaoin 
chorcaraigh,
Do bhéal feóide don chogadh ceart agus na coir a bhí sna 
sean chomharthaí.
Níor facthas í ariamh Anna Áille na Eithne fearta claoidh 

gan a bheith féiltiúil fáiltiúil mar a fuair an fearta claoidh.
Tá leath aice ó gach Rialtas agus Marthainn Anna Áille, 
ach, níl aon mhaith san aithrí má eistear an t-iomrá.
Trí buaidhe liagáilte agus spioradálta í a thabhairt do gach 
éinne agus gan í    
a cheilt ar éinne.

Mise Pádraig míorbhúilteach an Chéad Easpag a tháinig 
go h-Éirinn mar gheall ar an bhfíor uasal is mór a chuaigh 
orm léi.
Mise Pádraig tréibhealta agus léim gach uile aithne, ach, 
fágaim na buadha seo ag Marthainn an aithne.
Scríobhaim leis na scoláirí mo Mhárthainn go féilte 
fíoraoin go lá deire an domhain. Tá maor os ár gcionn 
nach gclaodhfear.

An té a déarfadh no Mhárthainn do phéarla an ghlan 
uasail rachadh aingeal ar neamh leis. Is níor bhaol dó Rí 
an Uabhair.

An té a déarfadh mo Mhárthainn ag dul ‘un toinne ná 
farraige, slán a thiocfadh gan báthadh loinge ná aon 
chúis.

An té a déarfadh mo Mhárthainn ag dul i gcath nó i 
gcliaidh dhó,
Slán a thiocfadh sé dá mbeadh feoil faoi fhiacha.

An té a déarfadh mo Mhárthainn ag dul i mbannaí nó i 
bhfiacha,
Bheadh na fiacha íoctha agus cách sa mbaile roimh gach 
éinne.

An té a déarfadh mo Mharthainn ag dul i dteach nua 
dhó,
Marbhán ní fhágadh fhad is a bheadh cleith faoi aol air.

An té a déarfadh mo Mharthainn ag dul go tí an óil dó,
Ba shúgach is níor shearbh dó lucht airm na n-alt 
cruaidhe.

An té a déarfadh mo Mharthainn do dhéantúisí na 
hÉireann níor mheata,
ach, fuascailt dóibh gach glas agus géibheann. 

An té a déarfadh mo Mharthainn do mhnaoi le naí, 
Ba slán a thiocfadh sí féin is a saothar.

An té a déarfadh mo Mharthainn do mhnaoi le moille,
Ba slán a thiocfadh sí i gcionn séan agus clainne.

Marthainn Phádraig agus í a fháil i ngaeilge, mholfainn í 
do fheara Éireann.
Muna ndéarfá de mo Mharthainn, ach, na trí ranna 
déannach,
Thabharfá anam as Purgadóir soar ó gach géibheann.

Amen.
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Seasons greetings to all readers of Waterfall for 2011
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Ar chúl: Stiofáin Stondún, Adam Ó Maolruaidh, Dylan  Ó Maolruaidh, Cathal Stondún, Ciarán Stondún, Prionsias Ó Cairr, Jordan Ó Phiaraic, Orla Ní 
Mhaoldomhnaigh, Aoife Ní Éanacháin, Áine Ní Mhaolmhuaidh, Laura Ní Phairaic, Lisa Nic Giobúin.

Triú Líne: Lauren Ní Chiaráin, Liam Ó hUigín, Seán O Maolmhuaidh, Maeve Stondún, Sorcha Ní Eanacháin, Kate Ní Luideáin, Oisín Ó Faoláin, Labhrás O 
Conlán, Seán Ó Tighearnaim, Seán Seoighe, Megan Ní Rónáin, Linda Ní Duarcáin, Rachel Breathnach, Maura Ní Chairr.

Dara Líne: Jason Ó Droighneáin, Theres Mic Aodha, Aoife Ní Thighearnáin, Fíona Ní Mhaolmhuaidh, Meadbh Ní Fhaoláin, Séan Ó Briain, Mairtín Ó Cairr.
Curtis Ó Phiaraic, Aoife Ní Mhaolalla, Laura Nic Giobúin, Rebecca Ní Rónáin, Jamie Breathnach, Jessica NÍ Uigín.

Céad Líne: Leah Ní Luideáin, Ciara Ní Éanacháin, Dara Ní hÉafaí, Megan Ní Mhaolruaidh, Kayce Ní Phairaic, Jack de Búrca, Seán Ó Durcáin, Eanna Stondún, 
Culann Ó Ceallaigh, Emily Ní Éanacháin, Amy Stondún, Ciara Ní Mhaolmhaidh, Daithí Ó Conlán, Emma Ní Chiaráin.

Chun Tosaigh: Seán Seoighe, Callum Ó hÍr, Ciara Nic Giobúín, Katie Ó Briain, Alana Ní Chuinn, Rebecca Stondún.

SCOIL NÁISIÚNTA Thuar Mhic Éadaigh

2010 - 2011
Back Row L-R: Catríona Ní Chadhain (Múinteoir), Darragh de Phiondargáis, Pól Jones, Soracha Ní Eanacháin, Seona Ní Mhaolruaidh, Erin Marum, 

Michael Ó Conbaoi, Padraig Ó Loideain, Tomás Ó h-Eanachain (Múinteoir)
2nd Row L-R: Seán-Óg Ó hÉanacháin, Maitíú Mac Giobiún, Laoise Ní Mhaolruaidh, Brian Ó h-Éanacháin, Éamon Ó h-Éanacháin, Eoin Ó Conabaoi, 

Áine Ní  Éanachain, Finn Ó Conabaoi.
Front Row L-R: Máire Ni Éanacháin, Caitlín Nic Dhomhnail, Liam mac Giobiún, Tomás Ó h-Éanacháin, Eoin Ó h-Éanacháin, Joan Ní Loideain, 

Tomás de Phiondargais.

SCOIL NÁISIÚNTA Coill a tSidheain 2010
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The Donoghue Family and friends on a special day some years ago.

William Middleton R.I.P., Mary Middleton, Childs,
Teresa Middleton, R.I.P.

Bernadette and David Middleton - 1979.

Pictured at the Mayo Ploughing Championships held at 100 Acres, Kilmaine 
were Bernadette Horan from 100 Acres with her father, William Middleton 

from Tourmakeady.
The Three Wise Men : Brian Fallon, Sean Costello and James Callaghan 

at Brendans departure.

Sisters Mary O’Brien (R.I.P.) and her sister Bridgie 
Walshe (R.I.P.).

Whit Sunday 1966. Two fine ladies 
out for a stroll. Noreen (Heneghan) 

Hynes and Peggy Thornton.

“We did it” - James Callaghan, Partry and retiring Brendan 
McNulty in the summer of 2009.
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Coiste Cultur Teanga le Eamon O’Cuiv agus Padraig Oh-Aolain ag ath-oscailt na halla. The late Joe Mulrooney with his pupils and Sam McGuire 
in Treen Láir, Tourmakeady in 1951.

At Fr. Padraig Standún Book Launch - July 2010.
Kathleen King, Mary Joyce, Mary Collins 

(London), Back Row: Anne Thorton, Biddy 
Thornton and Bridgie Joyce.

Treenláir School with Sam McGuire in 1951, his 
last time in Mayo. Are you in this photo?
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We have added years to life, not life to years,

We build bigger houses but have smaller families,

We do larger things, but not better ones,

We clean up the sir but pollute the soul,

We write more but learn less,

We have fancy houses but broken homes,

We learn to make a living not a life,

We multiply our possessions but reduce our values,

We have more medicines but less good health,

We have taller buildings but shorter tempers,

We spend more and have less,

We learn to rush but not to wait,

And we grow old too soon and smart too late!

Changing Times
I have only just a minute,

Only sixty seconds in it,

Forced upon me,

Can’t refuse it,

Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it,

But it’s up to me to use it,

I must suffer if I loose it,

Give account if I abuse it,

Just a tiny little minute-

But eternity is int it.

God’s Minute

The ceaseless striving for fame and gold,

They joys, the bitter tears.

We are only here for a few short years,

Nothin our own but the silent past,

Painfull our joyful nothing can last,

Then turn your gaze to the 

heavenly fold,

For that’s it all when all is told,

What’s it all but passing through,

A cross for me a cross for you,

Our’s seem heavy when others feel light,

But God in the end makes all 

things right,

He tempers the wind with loving care,

And knows the cross that each can bare,

Then turn your gaze to a heavenly fold,

That’s it all when all is told.

When is it all 
when all is told!

Karaoke
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Sean Barker and Michael O’Neill. Terry Middleton and Waltie Philbin - September 1984.

Imelda Middleton, Mary Chiles nee Middleton and Jennifer Moran 
- May 2008. Gortfree Hero “Frank” Double National Champion with Michael O’Brien, 

Annie Barker. Back: Michael Meeneghen, Michael O’Neill.

Eddie Gibbons and Tom Ronan - 1978. Eddie & Michael Gibbons R.I.P.



Waterfall 2010

82



Waterfall 2010

83

O you beautiful and magical place
I love you so much

In both your glory and flaws

From the top of Croagh Patrick
To the shores of Lough Mask

There’s so much to miss while I’m gone

I miss the friendly people that live in your land
And even driving on the wrong side of the road

Cute little cottages line the old country roads
Side by side with grand farms housing

Cattle, Sheep, Horses And a donkey or two

There’s nothing better than the Friday night chatter in
The LMI or a Sunday session in Maire Lukes

And friends and family can always be seen inside
The church gates

There’s so much to praise in such a small place

ODE TO 
TOURMAKEADY

By Sarah Ann Ronan

THE DERKS
By Sarah Ann Ronan

Enclosed by the walls of colossal and soothing hills
Thin streams of water trailing down mountains 

like tears falling down my face
Farmers shouting and hiking about acting

 as if they rule the world
Cows and sheep telling you tales

Fresh green grass swaying with the wind
The foul pungency of the dipping tank
Freedom of this emerald wonderland

Peace and tranquillity seep out like jelly on a 
PB & J sandwich

Happy and overjoyed to be in such a beautiful place
Overwhelmed by thirty different shades of green

Christmas is not simply about remembering that once 
upon a time Jesus was born somewhere else.  It is about 
remembering that Jesus only lives on if he lives on in us.  

A Christmas crib is a reminder that we are all snet by God to 
be a gift to the world.  It is not enough to claim to be Christian: 
it is imperative that we act like Christians too.  Reciting Bible 
verses isn’t enough.  Trimming trees, and putting manger scenes 
under them, isn’t enough to bring “peace on earth and good will 
to all”.

Everywhere we look people are in need.  But we often leave the 
birth of Jesus up to Mary and forget to rebirth him ourselves in 
every age.  Christmas is the call to each of us take responsibility 
for being another Christ in the world.  Until that happens, the 
world will not change much.  To look at a crib is to force us to 
remember how many there are in this world for whom “there is 
no room in the inn”.  Then we have to ask why.  And why is the 
most dangerous question of them all.

There are two problems in life.  One is to fail to grow up.  The 
other is to forget what it means to begin again.  Christmas is the 
challenge, at every age, to rededicate ourselves to life.  Christmas 
is celebrated on one day of the year in order to remind us to live 
it every other day of the year.

Christmas is not an event long over and well done.  The hope 
of God’s presence in life is renewed year after year in us.  May 
that presence be with you and your families this Christmas and 
always.

Fr.  Sean Burke RIP

Man Walking
Shortly after Tommy Lally left O’Tooles 

the lights on the tractor failed.
Careful he alighted.

The night was pitch-black.
Starless.

Not so much as a gleaming pot-hole
hadn’t he filled them in himself aeons ago.

The road waited as if it needed to pay someone back,
or perhaps being a road it wanted to do what roads do by heart 

-
see people home stars or no stars.

First Malowney’s hill,  
- Can he do it still !

On to Droichead Flanagan, 
like a Black Widow she lets him pass.

Stretch on to Casadh Cam – 
Skirts of hedges…slow-dance toward him !

First bungalow - another new one !

Gibbons’s itself
Frank’s -

O Old One’s gone...

Light in Freda’s ..
Down to Droichead a Mhaide,

Ace o Spades Wood.

Never say Die.
Last lap.

Doirebhinigh - the fertile village,
Past Christy’s  -  sold if it is !

Meeneghan’s boithrin

Mae’s light – awake as usual.
Daughter still up.

 
Hearing tractor-less sounds.

Another cigarette
- soon she’ll be having her final what to do next one.

Now Father.
She’s lit.

Hit the spit
Stroll in.

                               -  Teresa Lally.



Waterfall 2010

84



Waterfall 2010

85

Tourmakeady 
Angling Club 

2010

European Cup Winner 2010 Stephen Herity with his 10lb 4oz Trout.

Michael Prendergast being presented with the cup for the best local angler in 
the European Cup by Mary Gibbons, Cong.

The highlight for the club for the year past was the 
“European Cup”. This is the main way the club raises 
finances for the year. Once again we would like to 

thank all our local sponsors who keep coming back year 
after year to help sponsor us. Without their help, there 
would be no competition.

This year was special because Stephen Heraty from 
Lanesboro, fishing for the first time in the competition, 
weighed in a fish of a lifetime, a trout of 10lbs 4ozs, to 
scoop first prize.

Congratulations to Mike Dunne who qualified to fish for 
Ireland next spring. Mick and the Irish Team will fish next 
April in Italy. Well done Mick.

Shane Jones also fished for Ireland two years ago. Mick 
and Shane are the proud owners of two green jackets. 

Michael Shoevlin
Club Secretary

Club Competition Results for 2010

 1. “The Churchfield Cup”    
  winner - Eddie Gibbons

 2. “The Deceased Members Cup” 
  winner - Mick Dunne 
 
 3. “The European Cup”   
  winner- Stephen Heraty

 4. “The Junior Shield”   
  winner - Robbie Shoevlin

 5. “The Ladies Cup”   
  winner - Marcella Prendergast

 6. “The Tom Molloy Cup”  
  winner - Michael Shoevlin

 7. “The Máirtín Morrin Cup”  
  winner - Mary Grehan 
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Love and Time

Victor (Victors Restaurant Medjugorje) Maura Joyce (Shanafaraghaun, Finny) Maura 
Walsh, (Tully Baile na hAbhann) and Bernard Burke, pictured Medjugorje October 2010.

John Dolan, St. Cleran’s, Craughwell, Co. Galway and Maura Joyce, 
Shanafaraghaun, Finny, pictured in Medjugorje - October 2010.

Bernard Burke, 
Florrie Murphy (Chicago), 

Patsy Heverin, Barbara 
O’Malley (Chicago), 

Margaret Folan 
and friends.

Once upon a time, there was an island where all the 
feelings lived:  Happiness, Sadness, Knowledge, 
and all of the others including Love.  One day it 

was announced to the feelings that the island would sink 
so all cnstructed boats and left.  Except for Love.  Love was 
only one who stayed.  Love wanted to hold out until the 
last possible moment.

When the island had almost sunk.  Love decided to ask 
for help.  Richness was passing by Love in a grand boat.  
Love said: “Richness can you take me with you?  Richness 
answered “No I can’t.  There is a lot of gold and silver in 
my boat.  There is no place here for you”  Love decided to 
ask Vanity who was also passing by in a beautiful vessel.  
“Vanity, please help me!”  “I can’t help you, Love.  You are 
all wet and might damage my boat” Vanity answered.

Sadness was close by so Love asked “Sadness, let me go with 
you”.  “Oh…. Love, I am so sad that I need to be by myself!  
Happiness passed by Love, too, but she was so happy that 
she did not even hear when Love call her.  Suddenly, there 
was a voice.  “Come, Love, I will take you”.  It was an elder.  
So blessed and overjoyed, Love even forgot to ask the elder 
where they were going.  When they arrived at dry land, the 
elder went her own way.  Realizing how much was owed 
the elder, Love asked Knowledge, another elder, “Who 
helped Me ?  “It was Time”, Knowledge answered.

“Time”? asked Love.  “But why did Time help me”?  
Knowledge smiled with deep wisdom and answered , 
“Because only Time is capable of understanding how 
valuable Love is”.

A smile is a light in the window of your face that 
shows that your heart is at home.
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Sean and Ann Barker, Gorteenmore on their Silver Wedding Anniversary.
Married on August 21st 1985.

All smiles for their surprise 50th wedding anniversery. 
Michael and Nora Vahy (nee Morrin) London / Tourmakeady)

Tom McGing, Derreendefderg and Mary O’Malley, Srah who were married in New 
York in 1960. Celebrating 50 years this year.

Carmel and Michael Sheovlin on their 25th Wedding Anniversary 
“Congrats”.

Congrats on your 25th Wedding Anniversary Eileen and Sean Barker, Treenlair. 
Pictured here with their family Shauna, Sheila, William and Emer.
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Tourmakeady Swimming Club was founded 25 
years ago this year.  The following is an account 
of the First Ten Years of the Club, from the pen 
of Maura Lydon.

Tourmakeady Swimming Club came into being in July, 
1985, as a direct result of two fatalities on Lough Mask that 
summer.  It’s exact birthplace was the Croagh Patrick Inn, 
Louisburg, where a number of Tourmakeady people had 
gathered as a result of a funeral.  Kevin O Toole, Michael 
John Casey and Maura Lydon were discussing the drowning 
and discovered that we each had ideas on a common 
theme, that whilst many Tourmakeady people used Lough 
Mask, either as anglers, boatmen or, most of all, mothers 
of young children, the vast majority of them were unable 
to swim, and were therefore at risk.  Our common aim 
was to do something to remedy that situation and that the 
time was NOW!!    There and then a meeting was set up to 
discuss this idea in our village community.  This was done 
and as a result, a Swimming Club Committee was set up, 
and a plan formed to take the children by bus to Castlebar 
swimming pool, and ourselves teach them to swim – it 
was as simple as that!!  From the outset, we must state 
that we had tremendous good fortune in that Jim O Neill 
from Partry offered his services most enthusiastically.  Jim 
is a fully qualified Swimming Instructor, and without his 
experience and active involvement, our task would have 
been almost impossible, so began the TOURMAKEADY 
SWIMMING CLUB.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES;  To do everything in our 
power to enable our children and young people to use 
Lough Mask, our local amenity, safely and with enjoyment 
and responsibility.

ACHIEVEMENTS;  A fully functional club, with a healthy, 
vigorous membership, a lengthy waiting list and a superb 
teaching and fund-raising committee.  Children who are 
taught sometimes on a one-to-one basis, achieving A.I.S.A 
Proficiency Badges, from the “I Can Swim” badge, to 
Bronze, Silver and Gold.  In 1987, eleven people – five of 
the teachers and six young club members, undertook and 
passed their Preliminary Teachers Award, so augmenting 
the teaching staff still further.  Since then, many more of 
our members have done the same, so that the young are 

CUMANN SNAMH 
THUAR MHIC EADAIGH

TOURMAKEADY SWIMMING CLUB
THE FIRST 10 YEARS 1985 – 95

now teaching the young – Youth Ministering to Youth, 
with the adults taking a more supervisory role whenever 
possible.  This has been the greatest triumph of the Club!  
We then had a crowning glory, when one teacher Michael 
Cox, and one P.T.A. member – Noel Molloy, passed 
their Full Teacher’s exam, thus becoming fully qualified 
Swimming Instructors.  In 1992, eighteen members 
passed their National Safety Council Intermediate Test for 
their Life-Guard qualification.  In 1993, twelve members 
swam 5,000 metres to commemorate the Mayo 5,000 Year.  
In the past eight years, hundreds of children have been 
taught to swim, many with problems like asthma, whose 
condition has greatly improved because of swimming.  It 
is our proud boast that we have never failed yet to teach 
a child to swim.  In 1992-93, our club coach Jim O Neill 
passed the Advanced Swimming Instructor’s exam, and 
also qualified as a National Safety Council Water Safety 
Instructor – we are proud to claim him as our “coach”!
Next year, we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the 
formation of our club.  We are proud of ass we have 
achieved in those ten years, and we are very grateful to 
all those people who have given us moral and financial 
support – we couldn’t have made it without you.

Summer 1988 
Gaeltara Perpetual Trophy: Noel Molloy
Achievement Award: Deirdre Staunton

Speed: James O’Neill
Style: Orla Heneghan, Patricia Lydon.
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FIRST COMMITTEE, FORMED IN JULY 1985.

Chairperson   Kevin O Toole
Vice-Chairperson  Jim O Neill
Treasurer   Kieran O Reilly
Secretary   Maura Lydon
Committee   Carmel Garvey, 
    Mary Conroy, 
    Michael John Casey
P.R.O.    Michael John Casey

Summer, 1996
Swimmer of the year;    Festus Folan
Best Style;   Yvonne Derrig
Speed;    Philip Walsh

List of First Members of 1985
TOURMAKEADY SWIMMING CLUB

Sean Folan   Barbara Folan  
Festus Folan   Margaret Folan  
Teresa Lydon   Michael Lydon 
Kevin Lydon   John-Jo Lydon  
Patricia Lydon   Tony Morrin  
Joe Heneghan   Terence McCay
Catherine Joyce   AnnMarie Brennan 
Thomas Shaw   Damien Conroy  
Michael Power   P.J. Sheridan
Fergus O Neill   James O Neill  
Rebecca Mc Cay  Una Joyce  
Catherine Gibbons  Joseph Brennan
John Lally   Sharon Power  
Yvonne Derrig   Peter Sheridan  
Georgina Darmody  Kay Darmody  
Sharon Lydon   Mary O Malley  
Robert Lally   David Lally

By January 1986, our membership increased to sixty-five 
children, so pool hire time was for two hours, and we 
needed two runs for the bus.  This was a great achievement 
for a small area like Tourmakeady!

1988 Committee
Top L-R: Kieran O’Reilly, M.J. Casey, Jim O’Neill, Donal O’Toole.

Front L-R: Maura Lydon, Bridie Prendergast, Mary Conroy, Ann Barker, 
Carmel Garvey, Alice Lally (parents rep)

Tourmakeady Swimming Club 1988 Awards presentation day in Tourmakeady 
Hall where are the boys / girls now in 2010.

Our Gold Award Winners 1988
Back L-R: M.Sheridan, Noel Molloy, Festus Folan, J.J. Lydon.

Front L-R: James O’Neill, Peter Sheridan, Orla Heneghan, Patricia Walsh.
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Taken at the “Waterfall” Tourmakeady, Dyna, Ian and Alison, grandchildren 
of Mary and Pat O’Malley, Churchfield Upper.

The Tawnagh Cousins, Thomas, Eamon and Eoin Heneghan with Jack De 
Burca on the right.

Denis Cronin on Confirmation Day with Bishop Josephy Cunnane R.I.P.
The Staunton Family and Bridget Spain R.I.P. Toumakeady on 1st 

Communion Day some years ago.

Meet the Naughton and Clarke Families on Tom Naughton’s Big Day,
 not his last in Tourmakeady.

Joseph Gibbons, Treenlaur! Speeding in a speed boat on Twin Lakes, 
Wisconsin in Summer 2010.
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CEOL NA LOCHA - 2010
John Power

Tar eis an méid droch scéalta agus droch nuacht 
atá le cloisteail ar na saolta seo is cuis atháis 
dhuinn fogairt go raibh blain an-rathiul ag Ceol 

na Locha i mbliana. Bhí sé ar siul idir an 8ú agus 13ú 
Lúansa. Ceapadh Coiste nua fuinniul de naonar. Cé nach 
raibh morán ama acu chun é a eagrú d’eirigh leo seachtain 
spleodrach de cultúr. Ceol, damhsa agus craic a eagrú.

Coláiste Muire was again the venue for the classes in Bosca 
Ceol, Feadog Stain, Fidil, Banjo/Mandolin, Bodhran, 
Giotar, Concertina, Damhsa ar na Sean Nós and Ealaoin 
taught by 13 teachers to students young and old. Our 
congratulations to Mairtin Staundun a student of Ceol na 
Locha on becoming one of our Teachers – how quickly 
they grow! All students finished the week with the usual 
concert on Friday in the Colaiste followed by barbecue in 
Paddy’s.

Each day during the week Féile na Locha kept everyone 
entertained with the many activities: 

Monday:   The Country Markets in the hall and   
  Seisiún Ceol in the Lough Mask Inn.

Tuesday:   Wood-turning at the Colaiste with   
  Maritn Dabhai, Sean Nós class by Sorcha  
  Ni Fhilbin in Marie Luke’s followed by   
  Seisiún  Ceol in Marie Luke’s.

Wednesday: A walk in the Woods with a stop in  
  O’Tooles for some local history from 
  Dr Tomas O’Tuathaill and Prof. John   
  McGurk. Bodhran class in the Hall with   
  Brian Fleming followed by the launch of   
  Mary Staunton’s new CD in Paddy’s

Thursday: A guided tour of the new walled
   Gardens at Drimbawn House, our 
  thanks  to the Wilson Family, Frank the 
  head gardener and Brian Gibbons   
  manager. This was followed by students   

 concert in the hall with their teachers and 
 Seisiún  Ceol in O’Tooles.

Friday: The week was ended with a Barbecue in Paddy’s   
 for all students, teachers and all who helped to 
 put the week together followed by the Teachers   
 and special guests Farewell Seisiún.

This year groups of teachers were nominated to take charge 
of the Seisiún in each of the local venues. The Seisiúns were 
superb thanks to the participation not only of the teachers, 
between 10 and 12 some nights, but also the students and 
especially the locals. The Seisiúns reached fever pitch as 
the week progressed and the competition began for the 
‘Seisiún of the Week’. I will just leave it to yourselves to 
decide on your best night – I enjoyed them all. Our sincere 
thanks to all the Teachers who provided the music free of 
charge and to the local Pubs for their hospitality giving us 5 
nights of the best of Irish Culture free for all to experience, 
take part in and enjoy.

Ceol na Locha could not go on without the support of our 
Sponsors – Udaras na Gaeltachta, Mayo county Council 
Arts Department, Monaghan Mushrooms and Mooretown 
Construction. We are deeply grateful for their support this 
year, for many years in the past and we hope in the future 
too.

D’eirigh linn traidisiun Ceol na Locha a choinneail ag 
imeacht, Tá muid ag suil le Ceol na Locha 2011 a bheas ar 
suil idir 8ú agus 12ú Lúansa. Tá an Coiste nua ag reiteach 
agus ag pleanáil imeachtai an bhlian seo chugainn. Tá suil 
again go mbeidh sé chomh taithneamach no nios fearr 
doibh siud a bheas ag glacadh pairt ann agus a bhi sé doibh 
siud a bhi pairteach ann i mblaina.

Information regarding events, photos, news and general 
information about Ceol na Locha is available on www.
Ceolnalocha.com or by phone at 00353 94 9544295



Waterfall 2010

93

Ceol choirm Ceol na Locha 2010.

Damhseoirí Ceol na locha
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2011
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Two lovely Lassies in the Holy Land - October 1986. 
Noreen Maloney and Grace Mulqueen.

X Factor DUO, Tommy Heneghen and Sean Casey at Paddy’s Audience.

Christmas Time again at Paddy’s. Neighbours Sean Morahan, 
Tommy Heneghen and Thomas Morahan.

Gibbons of Gortmore. Back row: John, Ciaran, Fiona and Brian.
Front row: Christine, Ann, Geraldine and Yvonne.

In the Face Painting Q - Kathleen Gibbons, Andrew Gibbons.Frank Costello of Srah,modelling ladies fashion at a wedding 
in Manchester in 1988 (looks fantastic)
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All cousins - Tommie Lally, Julie Burke Kerrigan R.I.P. and John Walsh R.I.P. 
taken in 1985.

Toumakeady Show Day. Andy Gibbons, Paddy Lally and Matt Dever 
all dining out.

Old School Pals. Nora (Malone) Lally and Mary (Middleton) Chiles.

At FR. Padraig’s Book Launch 2010. Judy Burke, Tess Burke, Mary Gibbons, 
May Heneghen.

Kathleen Connolly, Mary Staunton and Betty Bourke R.I.P. on a day out.

Sister Act! Peggie Heneghan, Breege Prendergast both of Churchfield 
at the annual bonfire.
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Graduations

Ann Barker, Tourmakeady. Taken at NUIG in October 2010. Conferring 
Graduate Diploma in School Planning.

Brian O’Toole, son of Conor and Anne O’Toole. Graduated from NUIG with 
an honours Bachelor in Science Degree in Applied Physics and Electronics.

Graduation Day 2010. L-R: Michael Gibbons, Nora Gibbons, Dr. Patrick Gibbons who graduated as a Doctor from Michigan State 
University. Also in the picture are Pat Gibbons and Shelia Gibbons.
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Advice Clinic at Thomas St. Castlebar every Saturday 2p.m.
Mobile: 087 2648869  Email: mkilcoyne@cllr.mayococo.ie
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The Middleton Brothers John, Alfie and Bill taken in 1979. Back L-R: Tommie Gibbons R.I.P, Martin Gibbons,
Paddy McGing R.I.P., Willie Gibbons. Front: Tom Gibbons, Nora McDonnell, 
Bridie Lydon, Delai Gibbons R.I.P., Michael Gibbons, Anthony McDonnell, 

Mary and Pat Gibbons.

L-R: Peter Lydon, Willie Gibbons 
and Tom Murray, Scotland.

Four Tourmakeady in London 
in the early 1960’s.

Peter Sheridan, Mickey Dolan, 
Joe Heneghan and Sean Ronan.
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of Waterfall
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Agricultural Show 2010

Foilsiodh é seo i nGaelscéal
De hAoine 29ú Deire Fómhair
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Bríd Walshe and the Special Olympic Team 2010.

Coiste Pobal Thuar Mhic Eadaigh leis an Aire Eamonn O’Cuiv, Padraig O’ h-Aolain.
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Martin and Ann Rowan with their eighteen grandchildrn and the McBride Chicago Cup 2010.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all readers of the Waterfall 

magazine a very Merry Christmas and a safe & prosperous New Year.
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Seánín Phadraig Lydon
R.I.P. 

Born 1899

110 years later
Seán Phadraig Óg O Maolruaidh

(great grandson)

In the Garden with Mary McCusker, Treen, beside her apple tree. 
Emer Barker doing her ballet act.

Ceoltoiri Thuar Mhic Eadaigh. Thomas Mac Giobúin, Thomas O’Málle, 
Fiona Bn Ní Eanachan, cOM mac Thubbs.

Kathleen and Paddy Gibbons with their daughter Mary Gardiner on vacation.

Summer of 2004. John Middleton and Nora Lally.
An t-Aifreann deire ar an mBunán leis and Athair Pádraig Stundún.
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At the Boat Launch NOT Confession!!
Betty Bourke R.I.P., Cannon Desmond Grogan, Kathleen Gibbons 

and Kate Mulrooney. New Line 1966. Willie Middleton R.I.P., Cappaduff.

Cé hé an fear breá sa bpictúir?

Three Martin Ronans preparing for a cold winter.

Picúir on Waterfall a bronnadh ar an Athair Pádraig sular fhág sé 
Tuar Mhic Eadaigh.

Winner All Right Show Boys 2009.
Tom Heneghan, Brian Heneghan and Tom Staunton.
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Article submitted by Mick Lally R.I.P. for Waterfall 2005
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Julia Lally, Mai Lally and Mary Staunton 
at Fr. Stundún book launch.
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The annual Lough Mask Swim Challenge is 
complete for the second year and yet again proved 
its title as a “Challenge”. Conditions were very 

testing and on the borderline of almost being re routed 
to the “plan b” swim, however the nod was given after 
scrupulous consultation between organisers and safety 
crew and the green light was shown. The die was cast and 
the 8km Lough Mask Challenge was the Swimmers and 
Kayakers  Rubicon, from Paddy’s Pub Tourmackeady to 
Cushlough Bay Ballinrobe.
                               The first 3-4 km were the hardest for the 
Swimmers and even more so for the Kayakers as the South 
Easterly Force 4 winds channelled across the lake and 
brought a wave onto the Tourmackeady shoreline which 
was daunting to all involved but the professionalism of 
The Irish Red Cross Corrib/Mask Search and Rescue Team 
who were out in force and helped to bring a confidence 
to those who were about to embark on a journey which 
would take hours but if successful would last with them 
for an eternity.
                               Twenty Swimmers with twenty Kayakers 
made up the teams and the two groups left the shoreline to 
great applause from the spectators who were inspired by 
the feat which the challengers were undertaking to raise 
vital funds for The Irish Red Cross Corrib/Mask Search 
and Rescue team. The Swim was almost divided into two 
missions, the first mission to get across the vastly exposed 
Tourmackeady side of Lough Mask which had rolling 
waves which were constantly battering both Swimmers 
and Kayakers and the second mission to get into the 
calmer waters of the Ballinrobe side where energy stamina 

Tough swim for Mask challenge
and mental fitness were key to cross the line at Cushlough 
Bay.
                               As the expectancy and the air filled 
with voices that the first Swimmer was arriving around 
the corner at Cushlough, kids scampered to the highest 
standing points to get a first glimpse as others stood waiting 
as five minutes seemed to turn into an eternity, rumour on 
the shoreline was that Ivan Dixon was just after overtaking 
his girlfriend Laura Heneghan in Cushlough Bay and a few 
seconds later the powerful Ivan Dixon turned the corner 
to a rapturous applause and finished the Challenge in an 
amazing time of two hours and eight minutes, fishermen 
looked at their engines in disappointment. There was a 
steady run of swimmers arriving all the time as the twenty 
made their way into Folklore. Food was provided to all 
involved and hot cups of tea were high in demand.
 
Swimmers in order of finishing- Ivan Dixon, Cian Lynch, 
Rory o Connell, Nick Skehan, Eugene Hoade, Fergal O 
Dowd, Stephen Ellis, Sebastien Locteau, Laura Heneghan, 
Mer Mulling, Tom Treacy, Brendan Lee, Padraig Marrey, 
Gavan Hennessy, John Craddock, John Mongan, Enda 
Higgins, Sharon Walsh, Seamus Walsh, Julie Donnellan.
 
Presentation night is to be held at Gannon’s Hotel and 
Restaurant Main St. Ballinrobe on the 9th of October at 
8pm 
Big thanks to Ballinrobe District anglers for the use of 
their club house and to Eileen Harness and Marian Walsh 
for providing refreshments and to all the volunteers who 
helped make this such a successful event. 
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Woodwork Projects - Coláiste Muire

Liam Ó Cadhain - Bórd Ríomhairí deanta as giúis dearg (red deal computer desk)

Dáithí Mac Amhlaoibh: Capall Luascáin Daire (Oak Rocking Horse)

Darren Mac an Fhile: Cófra deánta as giúis 
(red deal cabinet)

Marcus ÓDurcáin: Cófra déanta as déil dearg 
(red deal cabinet)
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Woodwork Projects - Coláiste Muire

Eadhbard Mac Giobúin: Drisiúr déanta as giúis (red deal cabinet)

Seán Ó Maolóin: dealbh de bhonn tí (Model Foundations.

Michéal Ó Ceallaigh - Drisiúir déanta as giúis (Red Deal Dresser)

Darragh Ó’Máille: Drisiúr déanta as dair Eorapach (European Oak Dresser)
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Martie Whelan and Catherine Thomas with Laura and Ciarra Gibbons at the 
Winning Steak November 6th 2010.

Camera friendly Mairtin Staunton, Conor Gibbons, Brian Dolan 
in a birthday mood.

Winning Streak 2010 sisters Laura and Ciarra Gibbons, daughters of Cáit and 
John on the road to Dublin.

The famous Pat Spillane (Kerry) with the Gibbons sisters Ciarra and Laura, 
Tawnagh, Tourmakeady.

Maggie Folen at the christening of her tenth grandchild in Chicago,
with the Chicago grandchildren.
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S.N. Thuar Mhic Éadaigh An Chéad Comaoineach.
Céad Líne: Jason Ó Droighneáin, Kate Ní Luideáin, Caitlin Seoighe. Therese Nic Aodha.

Dara Líne: Liam Ó hUigin, Lauren Ní Chiaráin, Maeve Stondún, Sorcha Ní Éanacháin, Seán Ó Maolmhuaidh.
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I never knew my father had been to China.
He is over eighty now and for as long as I’ve known 
him

or been one of five daughters I’d never heard him say it.
.
Not in all the long nights spent teasing and twisting our 
pedigree
n’or in all the juxtapositionings and jumping about -
aided and abetted I may say by Mick Phaidin and Mae 
herself 
from one branch of the family tree to another or the next 
and expecting you 

to
follow... 

O China China China - I could have whistled it !

“Twas late last night I heard the news” to his air of  “If I 
Were a Blackbird”
with one eye closed to the far ends of “The Glens of Sweet 
Mayo” 
where she lays him down to rest –

And not that he’d have denied it 
(he was also a builder of roads,
a thrower of stones, a Mactíre).

A tourist who met him in O’Toole’s (Thursday being 
pension day) who gave me the sceal
 - O the definite article : “So your father’s been to China” 
and of the conversation that ensued
of my father’s time in London before the war where he 
worked on the docks

My Father’s Trip to China
 - I remember he was always going back…
so that recently when he expressed a wish to see the 
Chunnel
and for our parents’ fiftieth wedding anniversary we 
bought them the two tickets to London where my sisters 
live not that he’d go when it came to it 

Chunnel or no Chunnel ...

But to get back to O’Toole’s and the story being pursued 
it seems 
a ship from China docked 
with the scent of oranges which impressed
the tourist (he himself being travailled)  

no end 

hence his rendering of the tale to myself of which as I have 
said,
and told him so, 
I knew absolutely nothing.
 
But I remember well the day he came home.
He’d been in the hill all day looking for a sheep that 
strayed 
 - a wether likely,
way out beyond the mearing.

He never mentioned China
except to say to my mother
when she asked what kept him 

“I was building that wall”. 
                     - Teresa Lally.

Sam McGuire October 2010. Siobhán De Burca, Anthony Lynch (Cork Player) 
Liam De Burca, Jack De Burca.

Mary Walshe, Fionnuala O’Toole, Teresa Shannon, 
Kathleen Lally, Kitty Gibbons, Olive Bourke.
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Toddlers race at the Agricultural Show 2010.

Gareth Fitzgerald, ex Taoiseach of Ireland with Jaclyn Barker, Park-Ridge 
Chicago. Grand daughter of Annie Barker, Tourmakeady and daughter of 

Willie and Sheila Barker, Park Ridge, also Miriam Nylan, 
Professor of Irish History.

A Possible 
Tourmakeady 

Reunion
10th Anniversary will take place on the 

week of  July 27th - August 5th 2012. 
Hope to get as many as possible Home 

for that week. All for any idea will 
be welcome now at 087-6883624 or 

kccabs@live.com
Thank you.

Michael John 
Casey.

Quinn Thornton Ronan. 3 Month son of Martin & Sally Ronan, Chicago.
Grandson of Ann and Martin Ronan and Sarah and Martin  Behan R.I.P.

All cousins. Aoife Lally, Linda Durkin, Laura Durkin, 
Shauna Durkin and Faith Durkin.

Fr. Padraig Standún’s last Mass as C.C. in Tourmakeady - July 2010.



Waterfall 2010

117

In September of this year three volunteers travelled to 
Zambia to visit the project that you continue to support. 
What they saw made them so proud what you have 

achieved as a small community here in Cong together with 
the neighbouring parish of Clonbur and Cornamona. They 
witnessed thed Cornamona. They witnessed a wonderful 
difference this project has made to the peoples lives, by 
creating a vibrant living community. Although they only 
spent two weeks there they managed to get a lot of work 
done working alongside the local people. For a number 
of weeks the locals were eagerly looking forward to the 
arrival of the volunteers.

Progress to this date
Of the 32 plots 23 houses are completed and fully occupied 
housing 108 people eagerly looking forward too of which 
70 are children.

6 houses are near completion and are ready for occupancy 
before Christmas. 3 remaining plots will be ready in the 
New Year.

The volunteers also visited the local clinic adjacent to the 
site which caters for the needs of the local community. 
They found the clinic to be in a state of disrepair and at the 
request of Fr. Antony Kelly the project will hope to assist 
in the upgrading of the clinic to acceptable standards.

Zambia Housing Project 2010.
By Mike Dolan and Dermot Birch of Cong and Clonbur.

The local people take so much pride in their new homes 
and repeatedly expressed their thanks to you for your 
continued support. The volunteers returned with several 
hand written letters of thanks from the people who have 
benefited from the project so far. 2 of the local beneficiaries 
have been trained in IT skills which will enable them to 
send us photos and keep us up date with information from 
project. This is another example of empowering the local 
people which is what the project is all about.

The volunteers also met the Irish ambassador to Zambia 
Mr. Tony Cotter who had previously visited the project. 
He described it as living proof of what can be achieved by 
a small community in the West of Ireland for the benefit 
of those less fortunate than us. He went on to say that this 
project could be a model for future projects of this type in 
Zambia.

The volunteers saw for themselves the importance of 
your ongoing donations i.e. the weekly envelopes and 
fundraising events. 

The Zambia Housing Committee would like to thank Fr. 
Gilligan, Fr. Connolly and the people from both parishes 
for their continued support for the project and indeed 
look forward to your continued assistance into the future.
Aine Staunton is doing the same work in Tanzania.

Tanzania Rural Village Renewal.

I have finally arrived in Tanzania. We have started building the 

school, hopfully it will still be standing after the next storm. Wish I 

got some building tips from Dad before I left.

We will be starting teaching in the next few weeks. The people of 

Suji were so delighted when we arrived. We got a great welcome.

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all the people of 

Tourmakeady and surrounding area’s for their generous donations 

and good wishes. Thank you for your support. 

Aine Staunton.
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There are still a few fine trout left in Lough Mask. Tom Heneghan R.I.P., Mary Cooke, Michael Gibbons, Joan Heneghan, Sally 
Gibbons, Joseph Gibbons.

Ceoltoirí Ceol na Locha.

The re-opening of the hall. Fr. Padraig Standún after his last Mass 
with his most loyal Mass-goer 

Noreen Cronin.
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Annie Gibbons, Molly Lydon on the day of Fr. Standún’s last Mass in Bunaun.

Tourmakeady’s “Dinner Ladies”

Corley’s Family, Ballintubber.

Faith Lally and baby Mark James Lally.

Folan family, Chicago. Tomás, Mary Anne, Sean, Festus with mother Maggie.

Halloween 2010.

Maura Lydon, at a recent family wedding. Maura attended the opening of 
the newly renovated Natioal School in Treenlair, and remembers with great 

fondness the happy times spent there as a substitute teacher. All six of her 
children are past pupils. She wishes them may more happy years in their 

new school.
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Tourmakeady  Baptisms 
October 2009 –October 2010.
Adam Michael Lydon Carheen.

Cathal James Lally Gortnacullin.

Aisling Sarah Lawlor Dublin.

Aoife Brid Cafferty Galway.

Peadar Marc Mc Loughlin Kiltimagh.

Daisy Molly Pio Finnerty Tourmakeady.

John Gerard Prendergast Drimcoggy.

Eilis Marie Heneghan Churchfield.

Sean Padraic Mulroe ,Leitirineen

Cillian Michael Griffen,Gortmore and Dublin.

Marc James Lally  Tawnagh.

Lorcan Elphin Valentine Heaphy ,Gortnacullin.

Chloe Lillian Conroy Castleknock.

Roisin Caroline Gilmore Killateeaun.

Aiden Halpin Heneghan Shangort.

Tourmakeady Deaths 
October 2009- November 2010.
Nora Flynn Srah.

Tommie Gavin Trianlaur.

Eileen Wheelan Barnahowna.

Sean Gibbons Goirtin na Coille.

Nora Maguire Srah

Michael Coen Glenagoshleen.

Bridget Horan Gortnacullin.

Michael Heneghan Drimcoggy/Partry.

Mary Willams nee Durcan Treenlaur Castlebar.

Bridet Lynch nee Lally Derassa.

Tommy Lydon Trianlaur.

Michael Heneghan Manulla /Derassa.

Teresa Thornton Ballinrobe.

Tom Heneghan Srah.

Breege O Malley Drimcoggy.

Mona Heneghan Gorteenmore.

Breege Carney Srah.

Tim Conway Luton/Shanvally ard

Julia Murray Ballinrobe/Gorteenmore

John Heneghan Derassa.

Tommy Gibbons (John) Gortnacullin.

Michael Ronan Churchfield.

Pete Lydon (Lackey)Cappnacreha.

John Gibbons, Gortmore

Tourmakeady Marraiges 
October 2009-October 2010.
Willian Barker and Sheila O Connor.

Kevin Heneghan and Kim Speight

Partry Baptisms October 
2009-October 2010.
Conor James Kennedy

Eabha Bridget Grufferty.

Cartha Jean-Noel Byrne.

Hannah Broderick.

John Richard Heneghan

Emma Joyce Horan.Cathal John Foley.

Kendal Jayde Forde

Partry Deaths October 
2009-October 2010-11-04
Bridie Carmody, Cloonlagheen.

Paddy Bourke, Portroyal.

Breege Garry,Carrawina

Partry Marraiges October 
2009- October 2010.
Brian Heslin  and Amy Lacey.

Michael Harte and Cathy Kennedy
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